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Ozal clears first hurdle 

w^T J^ , Primc * flnfater 1*8* Oral, dd*fag a 
«W«onb^tt, wtataJy on came for the presidency Friday despite 
atateg. outrig ht victory Id first round to tine. Deputies from the two 
^ iMww^ y^poaaiMpnrtoamomridet^iBilf-^M^vcIaiBborwtog 
?V S*tt,i«wfeg Oral «f ignoring pofaBcophiioo to nun tfaroufr' 

obofacq opporitfai wftfcfa te ^ ModKrtmd Party. Former 
”S?E “? i £ er £“* hKBaK «** &«* dep-tj **» «** party to 
J?kpratertte|faeefatiaB. “Ianagafaiet thccfectinaofa 

ptqflram^ihgcnccrfdieofyoBit^FrflmBoiy^M^ii^iyy^i^ 

^ *"& B®”* efcdtow,” TW* toW reporters. But 
247 vote or 28S cost wad to Chad, the met mulr o ra s id pmfatestfal 
«dM«te stare the Turirish repabfe ns founded fan £HSu of 
^»a emigre hi 1923. Candidates need 308 rates from (be 45fr*at 
poy ^nttf — a t wo-tHrds m^forify — to win fat the first or second round 

ottf Cteal appeared assured of victory in the third ri—J of voting on Oct. 31 
wfien only a staple majority fa seeded. 
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Qasem holds talks in Brussels 

RKlM n^i (Petra) — Depnty Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan Qason has stressed Jordan's support for the PaksOne liberation 
Organisatioo’s (FLO) policy “as wefl as its reaHstk! and moderate be 
towards attaUag the pom. Daring a meeting with the Belgian foreign 
mhtdw Tlmnday, Qmn bflateral related and agreed on the 

need to continue contacts so as to r e a c tira t c m a te d cooperation in afl 
fields. Qasem explained the West developments to the Middle East region 
and die efforts exerted to attain a political settlement in the Middle East. 
The Bdgbsa min i s t er expre ss ed appretiMfeo for His Majesty King 
Hussein’s active endeavo r s to adders peace and maiMy in the Middle 
East Be accepted Qasem’s invitation to vkrit Jordan in early 1990. Duriag 
a meeting held earlier with the European Economic Community (EEC) 
w wnlw liiBtr, Qasem dfaeweed Jordan-EEC relations and the need to 
n paml rnntaal cooperation. He also reviewed efforts being exerted to set 
ap a firm economic strategy for Jordan “that ensures development and 
program and forestalls Itatare shocks.” 
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A scene Dram Sna Francfoco's Marhm dBstrict after Tuesday** quake 

Death toll estimates drop; 
aftershocks rock California 


SAN FRANCISCO (Agencies) 

. ... — The death toll in tbenorthern 
California earthquake could be 
” dramatically town than initial 
estimates of 270, rescue officials 
said Friday as more aftershocks 
rocked the stricken area. 

"It 's looking much better than 
' we feared," said one worker 
helping tunnel into a huge mass 
of concrete that buried dozers of 
vehicles when Tuesday’s earth- 
quake brought down more than 
1.5 kilometres of the two-tier 
’ Interstate 880 highway in Oak- 
land. 

Initial estimates placed the 
death toil at about 270 from the ■ 
deadliest earthquake to hit the 
United States since the 1906 San 
- Francisco earthquake that killed 
452 people and whose resulting 
fires virtually destroyed the city. 

The estimate for Tuesday’s 
. quake was lowered Friday to less 
than 120. 

. , A moderate aftershock at 1:13 
- a.m. (0513) Friday registered 3.9 
. on the Richter scale, said Rick 
McKenzie at the seismographk 
station at the University of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley. It was felt 
north and south of the city, but 
tfae epicentre was not immediate- 
ly known. 

President George Bosh plan- 
ned to tour the ravaged San 
Francisco bay area later Friday, 
hoping “to take a look and to 
' provide encouragement to 
people." 

People in tfae region worked 
Thursday to dean up tfae nibble 
and repair the damage from one 
of the region’s worst earthquakes 
■' since a massive temblor in 1906 


destroyed most of San Francisco. 

Bush has declared the region 
home to about six million 
people — a disast er are a and 
allocated an initial S273 million 
from the federal government to 
help in relief efforts. 

Damage estimates by tfae state 
office of emergency services rose 
to well over $4 billion. Bnt a 
private economist, Frank McCor- 
mick of Bank of America in San 
Francisco, said damage was likely 
to reach $10 billion. An estimated 
12,550 people were displaced, 
10,000 in hard-hit Santa Cruz 
county, the emergency services 
agency said. 

In some towns, residents said 
they were too afraid to sleep 
indoors because of the earth’s 
unrest. Four strong aftershocks 
rattled the area Thursday. 

“I can’t stop shaking," said 
Marcelina Toussaint, a 73-year- 
old resident of Watsonville, a 
town near tfae epice n tre of Tues- 
day’s quake, winch registered 6.9 
on the Richter scale. “I guess Fm 
serving, bnt Fm scared." 

Lisa Covington, acting spokes- 
woman for rescue efforts, said the 
death toll “might end up being 
less than 120 people.” 

Authorities said tbs chances of 
finding anyone alive under the 
nibble of hundreds of destroyed 
or partially collapsed buildings 
were extremely remote. An 
approaching storm and predic- 
tions of record-low temperatures 
near freezing would add to the 
misery of thousands forces out of 
their homes. 

Officials said it appeared there 
may have been fewer motorists 


than usual on the elevated Inter- 
state 880 when the earthquake hit 
during^ rush-hoar"! uesdaj . 

As many as 253 motorists were 
feared dead in the wreckage, bnt 
rescuers said a World Series base- 
ball game between the Oakland 
Athletics and the San Francisco 
Giants may have reduced the 
normally heavy rush-hour traffic. 

Officials said people had left 
their places of work earlier than 
usual either to attend the game at 
San Francisco’s Candlestick Park 
or to be home in front of televi- 
sion sets to watch it. 

At least 18 bodies have been 
dug out of tfae highway nibble. 
There have been no survivors 
rescued since early Wednesday 
from any of the places in northern 
California hit by the earthquake. 

An aftershock estimated at 5.4 
on the Richter scale knocked 
down several damaged buildings 
Thursday evening in Santa Cruz, 
near the epicentre of Tuesday’s 
earthquake. 

Electricity was restored to ab- 
out 98 per cent of the area by 
Thursday, utility spokesman 
Greg Pruett said. Commuters re- 
turned to much of downtown San 
Francisco, some schools and bank 
branches reopened, and cable car 
service resumed. 

But life was far from normal. 

In downtown Oakland, the 
quake ruined 13 commercial 
buddings and 1,400 residential 
units, including housing for 100' 
elderly residents now staying in 
shelters, officials said. More than 
200 other buildings were dam- 


King: Israel poses nuclear threat 


OXFORD, 

— His Majesty King Hussein has 
warned that nuclear weapons 
were adding a “new and more 
dangerous" dimension to the 
Middle East conflict and called 
on Israel to take the lead in 


peace. 

“It is unacceptable that as the 
superpowers destroy their in- 
termediate-range nuclear mis- 
siles, Israel develops more adv- 
anced intermediate-range deliv- 
ery systems having stockpiled 
nuclear and other weapons of 
mass destruction,” King Hussein 
said 

In a lecture to the Cyril Foster 
Committee at Oxford University 
on die prospects of peace in the 
Middle East, the King said 
Israel’s additional weapons have 
destabilised the area and forced 
other countries to seek similar 
weapon systems. 

“This adds a new and more 
dangerous dimensions to the re- 
gional arms race, and drama- 
tiacally raises the potential for 
destructive conflict,” be said 

In the search for a Middle East 
settlement the “next act of states- 
manship” has to come from the 
Israeli government which has lag- 
ged behind international consen- 
sus, and to a certain extent be- 
hind public opinion in brad it- 
self, the King said. 

“I believe that die peace pro- 
cess has been frustrated by the 
lack of clarity resulting from 
Israel’s indecision,'* he said “It 
may well be of course that we 
have not fully grasped die extent 
of Israel’s psychological insecur- 
ity. But we have tried very hard 
to allay its concerns in a variety of 
ways.” 

He said that successive Arab 
summits in the last decade or so 


had sought to assure Israel of a 
place in a reconstructed Middle 
East. 

Following are major excerpts 
from the King’s speech: 

The ynrifada has h»d a major im- 
pact on bow the Palestinians curremly 
perceive a possible outcome of tbeir 
fegitiasiate struggle to gain their 
national tights, with a new impetus 
to Palestinian aspirations it also 
brings greater political reatism. Pre- 
viously, political reahan looked omi- 
nously like political suicide, now it is 
not so. The goal, as perceived by the 
Palestinians, has become attainable. 
The intifada is an effective guarantee 
of the continuation of the struggle 
should d else fail. The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO), the 
sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people, fa now in a posi- 
tion to advocate the Palestinian cause 
on the basis of international and 
regional realities. In short, the fear 
of losing the “last card” has now been 
effectively removed. 

The Palestinians, have made a his- 
toric compromise. They have set 
aside the dr e am of regaining a home- 
land in the whole of mandated Pales- 
tine and are now willing to accept an 
independent state on less than a third 
of that area, in the West Bank and 
Gaa ... an independent state on 
Palestinian soQ, not on territory that 
fa taken from Israel. By accepting 
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 
338 ana renouncing violence, they 
have chosen the path of peaceful 
negotiations. This was made dear 
daring President Arafat’s address to 
die United Nations General Assembly 
in Geneva, and in several subsequent 
statements. 

Jordan was actively engaged in the 
deliberalious that ka to the adoption 
of Resolution 242 and, with Egypt, 
was the first to accept it As legal 
guardians of the West Bank, we felt 
duly bound to regain the territories 
extracted from us by* an act of war. 
But we kept an open mind on the 
disposition of the territories in die 
post-liberation period. In 1972 we 


formulated the United Arab King- 
dom proposal offering three options 
to the Palestinians: 

A. Return to unity as before, 

B. Foil independence, or 

C. Federation between Jordan and 
Palestine. 

When the Rabat summit of 1974 
designated the PLO as the sole legiti- 
mate representative of the Palestinian 
people, tfae summit called on Jordan 
to continue representing Palestinian 
interests in the West Bank. We 
acreed to do so because dfaeoBsants 
from the West Bank at that time 
would have created a political 
vacuum, with no feasible alternative 
in right. Israel would then have ex- 
ploited that situation to mw* the 
West Bank. 

Id the wake of the Arab summit of 
Fez in 1982, which formulated a 
i envisaging an independent 
state, our efforts to coor- 
dinate a joint position with the PLO 
met with Pale stinian scepticism and 
— ironkany — with Israeli rejection. 
The Israelis persisted in flaunting 
their so-called Jordan option, while 
the Palestinians continued to ques tion 
our motives and ultimate intentions. 

The situation now has changed 
dramatically due to a) the facts of the 
intifada and b) Jordan's legal and 
MdTTuiifoiratrtfe disengagement from _ 
the West Bank. The fatme of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip must now be 
determined through negotiations be- 
tween the parties immediately con- 
cerned. We make no data to the 
territories but stand ready to assist 
die Palestinians in any way we can. 
By disengaging from tfae West Bank, 
Jordan has enabled the PLO to cast 
aside its suspicions and engage us and 
the world community in a serious 
dialogue about ils vision of the future. 
Current PLO talV* with the United 
States and Europe are a dear indica- 
tion of how far we .have all moved 
during the last year towards a more 
precise definition of the issues. 

Hard as one tries to detect some 
elem en t of consistency in the despera- 
te statements made by Israeli cabinet 


ministers, no common thread can be 
discerned — except, perhaps, on die 
need to end the intifada. Whereas 
Palestinian and Arab leaders have 
reached broad agreement on the 
main thrust and principal components 
of a settlement, there seems to be 
little or no accord among the Israeli 
leadership on the fundamental ques- 
tions pertaining to peace. 

For example: 

— Does Israel accept the principle 
of the exchange of territory for 
peace? 

— Will Israel stop insulting peo- 
ple’s intelligence with its data that 
there are two 242s, one that was 
applied to Sinai, and a different one 
to be applied to the Palestinian terri- 
tories and Golan Heights? 

— What does an acceptance of 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 
338 mean, if it does not recognise the 
inadmissibility of the acquisition of 
territory by war? 

— Should Israel view its security 
concerns from a standpoint of con- 
tinued hostility or within the 
framework of a permanent peace? 

— Can Israel remain a predomi- 
nantly Jewish and democratic state 
whilst bolding on to the occupied 
territories, with their one-and-a-half 
rnOfion Arabs? 

— Is it in IsraeTs interest to have a 
permanently disenfranchised people 
under its wing? Or should it recognise 
the same right of self-de termination 
for the Palestinians as it has striven so 
hard to achieve for itself? 

— Does Israel, in the prevailing 
mood of detente, wish to keep its 
isolated from their neigh- 


East will be greatly enhanced. I hope 
that Israel will come to the same 
conclusion with the help of its friends 
and supporters. The way forward 
then would be for all the parties to the 


While not wishing to tell the 
Israelis how they should resolve these 
questions, J believe that the peace 
process has been frustrated by the 
lack of darity resulting from Israel's 
indedtion. 

I believe that once the Israeli gov- 
ernment comes to grips with the 
objective conditions and new reali- 
ties... die possibility of rapid progress 
in the search for peace in die Middle 


conflict, including the PLO, to enter 
into negotiations in an international 
conference under United Nations au- 
spices. I remain convinced that an 
interuarioual peace conference, 
attended by the permanent members 
of the security council, fa indispens- 
able to negotiations. Israel’s agree- 
ment to this formula would in itself be 
no mean act of statesmanship. 

I shall probably be taken to task for 
sounding rather optimistic. But, true, 
to my theme, I believe the following 
assertions are in order 

Hist: Given tfae significant change 
in Palestinian aims, attitudes, and 
methods in the last several months. 
Israel’s objections to discussions with 
the legitimate repre se ntatives of tfae 
Palestinians — perhaps understand- 
able to some in die past — have now 
been obviated. 

Second: Given the mood of global 
detente, the chang ing relations be- 
tween the superpowers and thier re- 
spective clients give an amended 
structure and mandate for an interna- 
tional peace conference. IsraeTs mis- 
givings about the conference — 
perhaps understandable to some ex- 
tent in the past — need not be an 
in su r m o u ntable hindrance now. 

Third: Given recent successes by 
the Security Council and the secretary 
general of the United Nadoni in 
negotiating regional conflicts, and 
given the current moderate stance of 
die General Assembly on world 
issues, Israel's fear of undue interna- 
tional pr e ssure — perhaps under- 
standable to some in the past — is no 
longer tenable. 

rburth: Given the emerging sub- 
groupings in the Arab Worn, the 
peace treaty between Egypt and 
Israel and the fluid relations among 
states in the region, a new concept of 
peace that would be larger than the 
sum of its present components fa now 
passible. 


UNRWA locked in row 
with Israel over Gaza raids 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Hie U.N. agency 
that coordinates aid for Palesti- 
nian refugees and Israel were 
embroiled in a row over Israeli 
army rank on the agency's main 
food distribution centre and three 
other offices in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Unknown assailants in the 
occupied territories killed two 
Palestinians and seriously beat 
another Friday, the Israeli army 
and hospital staff said. 

In tiie West Bank city of Nab- 
lus an Arab suspected of working 
with Israel was found stabbed to 
death in the old marketplace, the 
army said. 

Local residents said masked 
assailants kidnapped Tahir Abu 
Saleh, 24, Thursday, stabbed him 
and left his body in a peddler's 
cart 

Palestinians severely beat 
Zidan Muhammad Nejem, 39, in 
Gaza’s Nuseirat arefugee camp, 
hospital staff said. Local residents 
said Nejem was a suspected col- 
laborator. 

The U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) said in a 
statement issued at its headquar- 
ters in Vienna, Austria, that pro- 
tests were filed with the Israeli 
missi on to the United Nations in 


Vienna and with Israeli military 
officials in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

In the raids Wednesday, Israeli 
troops detained UNRWA work- 
ers and confiscated documents at 
the main food distribution centre 
in the Gaza’s Deir Ai Balah camp 
and at service offices in the West 
Bank refugee camp of Dheashe, 
Fawwar and Jalazoun. 

The UNRWA statement ac- 
cused the soldiers of having 
"roughed up and detained" two 
international staffers and of de- 
taining four Arab workers. All 
were freed late Wednesday or 
Thursday. 

“UNRWA has discussed with 
Israeli authorities the serious 
breaches of privileges and im- 
munities which the agency enjoys 
as an international body provid- 
ing h uman it ari an services,” the 
statement said. 

The United States said Thurs- 
day it disapproved of attempts to 
interfere with United Nations re- 
lief and welfare agencies in the 
occupied territories. 

U.S. State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
Washington had received 
accounts of the raids from UN- 
RWA sources and saw no reason 
not to believe them. 


“We regret any actions that 
interfere with the U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency’s important huma- 
nitarian operations in providing 
education, medical and relief ser- 
vices to Palestinian refugees,” 
die said. 

“We have called on all parties 
to exercise maximum restraint to 
avoid the kinds of confrontations 
described in these reports,” she 
added. 

Israeli police in the West Bank 
town of Hebron interrogated a 
Palestinian, formerly regarded as 
an ally of Israel, who last month 
met Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader Yasser 
Arafat in Tunis. 

Israeli sources said police ques- 
tioned West Bank village leagues 
bead Jamil Al Amleh and were 
expected to charge him with 
meeting “hostile elements" 

Former leagues bead Mustapha 
Dobin, also at the Tunis meeting 
with Arafat, was likely to face the 
same charge, tfae sources said. 

Israel is considering budding 
another prison in the occupied 
West Bank to hold Arabs 
arrested during (be uprising, an 
army spokeswoman said. 

She said no final decision had 
been taken on the step to ease 
overcrowding. 
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‘PLO mil not allow any dilution of its central role 9 


By Mariam M- Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
must and will play a central role 
in anv Israeli - Palestinian peace 
talks and the PLO leadership’s 
move to spurn recent American 
proposals was aimed at reaf- 
firming that the PLO’s agree- 
ment to allow other parties to 
attempt to initiate a Palesti- 
nian- Israeli dialogue was not 
tantamount to a dilution of its 
central role, according to a top 
PLO official. 

“If, by stowing a willingness 
to allow for partiripation by 
Arab and non- Arab parties in 
attempts to initiate a top-level 
IsraeB-Palestinian dialogue, the 
FLO has given anyone the im- 
pression that it is anything tot 
the spokesman for the Palesti- 
nians, them I believe the im- 
pression has been eliminated 
and PLO stand has been clar- 
ified in Baghdad," said the 
PLO official, speaking to the 
Jordan Times on condition of 


anonymity. 

The Palestine Central Coun- 
cil (PCC), the 108-member 
policy making body of the 
PLO, concluded a two-day 
meeting in Baghdad Monday 
stressing that the PLO was the 
only Palestinian partner with 
Israel in any peace negotiations 
and implying a rejection of an 
American proposal to help 
arrange Israeli-Palestinian 
talks. 

The PCC declaration fol- 
lowed Israeli Prime Minister 
-Yitzhak Shamir's proposal to 
hold Palestinian elections in tfae 
occupied territories, Egyptian 
President Hosm Mubarak’s It) 
clarification points cm the Sha- 
mir pr oposal and a five-point 
plan by U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, none of which 
have won PLO approval 

None of the {dans mentioned 
the PLO by name, a prime 
reason why the PCC did not 
back it, said the PLO official in 
Amman. 

Although the Baker plan did 
not mention the FLO, Shamir 


spoke out against it “because of 
what he saw as growing 
attempts by the U.S. govern- 
ment to get Israel to sit at tfae 
negotiations table with the 
PLO,” goes the official Israeli 
version. 

A well-informed source said: 
“It’s not only the Baker propos- 
als that actually deny the PLO a 
participating role in a dialogue 
and in the choosing of partici- 
pants in Israeli-Palestinian 
talks. There have been many 
‘dear* messages that the Amer- 
icans have been sending die 
PLO saying *yes, our plan is 
just a modified version of the 
Shamir plan; take it or leave 
ft’.” 

Shamir’s rejection of any 
PLO participation in an Egyp- 
tian-proposed Palestinian- 
Israeh dialogue, which would 
be a preliminary step to elec- 
tions in the occupied territories, 
was supported by a “memoran- 
dum of imctersnuKJingf* which 
tiie Bush administration has 
offered to prepare, covering 
Shamir's main objections to 


Baker’s five-point plan, accord- 
ing to the Jerusalem Post PLO 
involvement would be ruled out 
and preliminary talks would be 
restricted to the Shamir plan, 
according to die Post. 

“For tow long does the U.S. 
government want to ignore that 
the PLO is the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palesti- 
nian people? When Americans 
comletely omit any mention of 
PLO representation in any 
Pafestinian-IsraeK peace talks 
they are omitting the participa- 
tion of tfae legitimate and popu- 
lar representatives of one of the 
two concerned parties. Thus, 
practically, a legitimate, feasi- 
ble peace proposal is non-exis- 
tent,” said the PLO official who 
spoke to the Jordan Tunes. 

The PCC statement fesued in 
Baghdad said that the Baker 
proposals were only a variation 
of the Israeli plan and just 
another attempt aimed at 
choosing non-PLO representa- 
tives to participate in a Paksti- 
nian-Tsrarii dialogue. 

Shamir has been quoted as 


saying: “Onr ‘peace’ initiative 
is, for the Arabs, an alternative 
to the PLO — not an adjunct to 
the PLO.” He said he was not 
prepared to talk to the PLO 
although it had “influence” 
among people in the occupied 
territories, because “the PLO 
wants a Palestinian state, and 
they do not want a Jewish state, 
even though they proclaim 
otherwise...” 

The PLO has publicly 
accepted U.N. Resolutions 242 
and 338, thus recognising the 
right of Israel to exist. 

The PLO official confirmed 
tfae organisation’s willingness to 
cooperate with Egyptian, 
American, Swedish and U.N. 
as well as Israeli peace-seekers. 
U.S. State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
after tfae PCX meeting that 
Baker would continue working 
with Israeli and Egyptian offi- 
cials to get peace negotiations 
started, but she made no men- 
tion of the FLO. ' 

“If we are ever to get the 
process off the ground, Palesti- 


nians are going to have to find a 
way to respond positively," she 
said. 

After a conversation held 
earlier this week between Bush 
and Shamir an apparent agree- 
ment was made to put a hold on 
American efforts until Shamir 
visits the U.S. in mid- 
November. 

The PLO official in Amman 
said: “All I can do is repeat the 
PLO and the PLO alone has the 
right to name the Palestinian 
delegates to any talks with 
Israel, whether they be Palesti- 
nians inside the occupied terri- 
tories or outside.” 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid said 
Thursday at a meeting of 
Cairo’s American Chamber of 
Q p f p me roe that “Shamir will 
have to leave the West Bank 
and Gaza. Definitely, we are 
working on that today.” He 
added that Israel would have no 
choke but to trade land for 
peace if it wanted stabflrty in 
the region. 


Sharif Zeid receives 
message from Baker 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker has 
received a message from U.S. Secretary of State James Baker 
dealing with the American administration’s position vis-a-vis peace 
efforts in the Middle East, the Jordan News Agency, Petra said. 
The message, delivered Thursday, also included a thorough 
evaluation of the available peace opportunities and obstacles in 
peace efforts, Petra said. 

The message was delivered by American Ambassador to Jordan 
Roscoe Suddarth. 

Baker voiced in his message the American administration’s 
interest in pursuing efforts with all parties to the conflict to reach at 
a formula capable of pushing the peace process forward, according 
to Petra. 


Aoun pressures MPs, 
Saud presses mediation 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Army 
chief Michel Aoun stepped out 
his pressure on Christian deputies 
over a peace plan for Lebanon as 
an Arab mediator held marathon 
talks in Damascus Friday to find a 
way out of the crisis. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Saud 
Al Faisal met Syrian leaders to 
seek guarantees on a timetable 
for a Syrian military withdrawal 
— the mam stumbling block to 
agreement among Christian and 
Muslim deputies meeting for the 
past 20 days in Saudi Arabia. 

Prospects that their talks might 
collapse heightened on Thursday 
after Aoun urged members of the 
parliament to return home from 
the Saudi town of Taif “to consult 
their people." 

.“There is no use in wasting 
time," said Aoun, who heads a 
military-led government compet- 
ing for power with a civilian 
administration supported by 
Syria. 

Aoun said he hoped tfae Taif 
meetings bad persuaded deputies 
that there should be no negotia- 
tions under Syrian “ military 
occupation" and no reforms to 
the political system while the 
estimated 33,000 Syrian soldiers 
remained. 

But in Taif, there was no sign 
that any Christian deputy plan- 
ned to leave and moderate par- 
liamentary sources said they did 
not think Aoun’s remarks would 
have a negative effect on their 
deliberations. 

“Aonn’s statement is part of 
the Lebanese political game and 
war of words between the con- 
flicting parties,” one deputy said. 

Political sources told Renters 
that Aoun bad hardened his stand 
because he feared that the parlia- 
ment would reach an agreement 
which did not comply with his 
de m an d s. 

One independent political 


source said that, unlike Aoun, 
Ch ri stian deputies were ready to 
accept Arab guarantees on a Sy- 
rian withdrawal. 

He said Aoun was under enor- 
mous international and regional 
pressure to accept the draft Arab 
plan under which Syria should to 
pull its troops bade to eastern 
Lebanon within two years of re- 
forms being agreed and a united 
government formed. 

In Damascus, Prince Sand said 
he was optimistic about saving 
the Taif talks. 

Prince Saud refused to teD re- 
porters whether his discussions in 
Damascus had resolved the 
stumbling block of Christian de- 
mands for political reforms to be 
linked to a Syrian guaranteed 
withdrawal from Lebanon. 

“We had fruitful meetings here 
which we hope would create the 
appr o priate climate and atmos- 
phere to make the talks of the 
parliamentarian brothers... suc- 
cess," the prince said. 

Prince Sand flew to Damascus 
bearing a message from King 
Fahd in a bid to break the im- 
passe. 

Prince Sand, who had more 
than 10 hours of talks with Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad and senior 
Syrians, said the Taif talks were 
crucial for Lebanon’s future. 

“Everybody is making efforts 
and initiatives to make the mis- 
sion of the parliament brothers in 
Taif a success because these talks 
are very important to save Leba- 
non," be said. 

The prince is to brief King 
Fahd in Saudi Arabia on his talks 
before resuming discussions with 
tfae Lebanese deputies. 

Diplomats said that Syria was 
expected to reiterate its foil sup- 
port to the efforts of the tripartite 
Arab committee to find a solution 
to the Lebanese crisis. 
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Sudan peace panel 
suggests federal system 


KHARTOUM (AP) — The gov- 
ernment's peace committee has 
recommended that a federal sys- 
tem of rule be adopted in Sudan 
with each state free to choose 
Islamic or secular legislation, the 
head of the committee said 
Thursday. 

Colonel Mohammed AJ Amin 
Khalifa, chairman of the commit- 
tee, said the recommendations 
would be presented to Sudan's 
military strongman, Omar Has- 
san Bashir, Saturday. 

Bashir had pledged to commit 
the government to the recom- 
mendations of the co mmi ttee and 
to present them in any future 
negotiations with the rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Organisation 
(SPLA). 

The abolishment of the strict 
Islamic laws is one of the Christ- 
ian and amxnist rebels' main de- 
mands and it was not immediately 
known if they would be willing to 
compromise for a federal system. 

Muslim fundamentalists inside 
and outside the government were 
expected to refuse the federal 
system as well. 

Brigadier Dominic Cassiano 
told the Sudanese News Agency 
(SUNA) that 50 leaders from the 
southern Equatoria region had 
submitted a memorandum to 
Bashir, saying that the govern- 
ment must chose a federal gov- 
ernment or Equatoria would seek 
“separation" from the Sudan. 

TTiis seemed to reflect south- 
erners’ impatience with the gov- 
ernment’s inability to end the 
dvfl war. But the rebels have 
always been careful to point out 
that they want more autonomy 
and economic reforms for the 
south but that they do not seek 
secession. 


Most of Sudan’s 22 million 
inhabitants are Muslim expect for 
Six million in the south who are 
Christian or animist. The rebel- 
lion started in the south in 1983. 

Khalifa said that the 103-mein- 
ber peace committee, which was 
formed Sept. 9, had endorsed its 
final report Thursday and would 
submit it to Bashir Saturday 
which also coincides with celebra- 
tions for the 25th anniversary of 
the October civilian uprising 
which toppled the military regime 
of Ibrahim A bond. 

At the end of the committee's 
closing session, journalists saw 
emerging members jubilantly 
shaking hands and congratulating 
each other on their recommenda- 
tions. The members including 
academics, specialists in the 
southern Sudan problem, repre- 
sentatives of leading trade unions 
and the disbanded political par- 
ties. 

Bashir overthrew the civilian 
government of Prime Minister 
Sadeq AJ Mahdi June 30. He has 
held one round of talks with the 
rebels and both sides admit they 
have found little common ground 
on which to base a settlement for 
the problem. 

A unilateral ceasefire has been 
effective since last April and it 
has been violated by only a few 
incidents. 

Brig. Cassiano told the SUNA 
that there was an “incident’’ re- 
cently in which 23 persons were 
killed but he refused to give any 
details. 

Reports said that four days 
ago, a convoy of trucks with a 
military escort were attacked by 
unidentified armed men in the 
southern Equatoria region, re- 
sulting in the death of 23 persons 


on the convoy. 

There are armed southern and 
Arab bandits which roam the 
southern countryside, belo nging 
neit her to the army nor the re- 
bels. % 

Cassiano admitted that the 
army had moved some aims to 
Juba, the partly besieged capital 
of the southern Equatoria region. 
But he denied a report by the 
British Broadcasting, Corpora- 
tion that the operation had in- 
volved “big quantities of arms." 

“It is die duty of the army to 
protect die people and their prop- 
erties in the Equatoria region,” 
Cassiano told SUNA. “There is 
no contradiction between the 
government’s quest for peace and 
its move to protect citizens and 
arm its troops.” 

Three members of the state 
council of Sudan's ousted civilian 
government have' been freed 
from detention cells they’ve been 
in since a military coup June 30, a 
junta spokesman said Thursday. 

Only one of the three, south- 
erner Pacific© Lado Loleik, had 
been charged, and a military 
court acquitted him last month of 
boarding medicines and other 
goods. 

In the civilian regime headed 
by Mahdi, the state council acted 
as a collective presidency but had 
no power. 

Four of its five members were 
\ arrested along with Mahdi and 
dozens of otter politicians after 
Bashir banned political parties 
and trade unions after his coop. 

■Former council members re- 
leased with Loleik are Ali Hassan 
Tajeddin, a member of Mahdfs 
Umma Party, and Mirghani A1 
Nasry. an independent. 


Rockets pound Kabul, 
1 2 killed, 35 wounded 


KABUL (AP) — Rockets slam- 
med into the Kabul airport, bait- 
ing civilian flights Thursday amid 
reports the Soviet Union was 
undertaking its largest airlift since 
its military withdrawal eight 
moilths ago. 

The government of President 
NajibuUah said shelling else- 
■ where in the capital tolled 12 
people and wounded 35, though 
two doctors at a hospital that 
monitors casualties said they did 
not know of any victims. 

The U.S.-backed guerrillas 
also shelled a strategic town near 
the Pakistan border, killing nine 
people, the government said. 

Diplomatic sources in Kabul 
and Islamabad, Pakistan, said the 
Soviet airlift was that country's 
largest since February, when 
Soviet troops ended their nine- 
year intervention in Afghanistan. 

Diplomats in Kabul said 
Soviet-built Antonov- 12 trans- 
port planes were flying con- 
tinuously into the airport, drop- 
ping off weapons and food for 
soldiers. They said the planes 
were also flying night missions. 

Two soldiers said all commer- 
cial traffic was shut down for 
most of the afternoon but Soviet 
transport planes were operating 
despite the shelling. Witnesses 
said at least five rockets hit the 
airport grounds, but there were 
no immediate casualty or damage 
re ports there. 

An Asian diplomat said the 
airlift, expected to continue into 
next week, demonstrated the 
Kremlin's commitment to Na- 
jibullah’s government. 

“Many people underestimated 
their resolve after they picked up 
and left," he said. “But they 
cann ot afford to lose Afghanis- 
tan, especially with all their prob- 
lems in Eastern Europe.” 


.Guerrillas have been firing 
rockets and artillery from the 
mountains surrounding Khost. 
said government spokesman 
Mohammad Nabi Amaru. 

“Areas of Khost were heavily 
shelled resulting in the deaths of 
six - servicemen and three civi- 
lians." Amani said. 

The spokesman said the 
Afghan air force attacked the 
positions and killed or wounded 
hundreds of guerrillas. He did not 
specify when the fighting 
occurred. 

Khost is 160 kflometres south- 
east of the capital and ah'- ^ 
kilometres west of the bwuvi 
with Pakistan, where most of the 
guerrillas are based. 

Western diplomats in Pakistan 
have said guerrilla forces were 
advancing on Khost and that the 
government was trying to rein- 
force it by air. Amam said the 
town was being supplied but re- 
fused to say whether a convoy of 
200 trucks that left Kabul one 
week ago had arrived in Khost. 

Guemlla sources earlier said 
the convoy marked the govern- 
ment’s first attempt to supply 
Khost by (and since Jan. 18, 1988. 

Guerrilla forces have been 
trying since this summer to cake 
Khost. The offensive follows the 
guerrillas' failure to take Jalala- 
bad, another eastern city about 
70 kilometres from the Pakistani 
border and 120 kilometres from 
the capital. 

Two Asian diplomats said the 
guerrillas apparently switched 
their target to Khost, which is 
farther from the capital and clos- 
er to Pakistan, thus more easily 
supplied. 

Chiring the day Thursday, 
sounds of outgoing missiles 
echoed throughout the Kabul. 
Several soldiers said some of the 


mm 


NtfboUah 

rockets had been mi sfirin g and 
exploding over the city. 

Inoomua missiles that hit several 
parts of the capital kicked up 
huge clouds of dust when viewed 
from a hill outside town. 

Among the dead were a 
teacher, his wife and child kflled 
together when a missile landed on 
their house in Kabul's old dty. 
All the dead were civilians and 35 
others were injured, Antani said. 

Tbe rockets, fired from the 
mountainous Pagfaman region 30 
kilometres west of tbe dty, were 
tbe first to hit Kabul for eight 
days. 

By official count, nearly eight 
hundred Kabul residents have 
been killed by 1,400 rebel rockets 
fired at the dty since foe with- 
drawal of Soviet troops in 
February. 






Israeli soldiers sur r ou nd a car In Defr A1 BaJah Wednesday 

Beit Sahour defiant 
despite starvation threat 


By Jonathan Karp 

Reuters 

BETHLEHEM, occupied West 
Bank — Under army siege for a 
month, defiant Palestinians in the 
West Bank town of Beit Sahour 
said in a smuggled message that 
Israelis had cut off food supplies, 
stripped homes, and beaten and 
humiliated residents. 

And as residents Thursday 
vowed to continue the defiance 
and not to finance “the bullets 
ttet k01 our children'’ the army 
warned the 12,000 mainly Christ- 
ain residents to end their refusal 
to pay Israeli tares or to “go 
hungry." 

Troops battling a boycott of 
Israeli taxes by Beit Sahour peo- 
ple have closed the town to out- 
siders since Sept. 20. They have 
confiscated goods worth $1.3 
mfilioa, including household ap- 
pliances, machinery and 23 cats, 
military sources said. 

In a Statement smuggled to 
Israeli peace activists, the resi- 
dents said: “No new food sup- 
plies reach us. We are under 
economic siege. 

“The confiscation which has 
readied 120 shops, factories and 
houses is acco mpa nied by beat- 
ings. humiliation, looting and 
damage to the goods.” 


Written in English , tire state- 
ment, said: “The repression 
a gaip st xm r town is reaching every 
person, destroying property and 
sources of income. It is ruining all 
aspects of economic activity in 
Beit Sahour.” 

Israeli Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin vowed in parliament- 
last week to crash the boycott and 
“teach residents a lesson.” 

On Thursday, the army distri- 
buted an Arabic leaflet which 
warned: “Don't believe what va- 
rious parties are promising you in 
financial compensations, for you 
alone will pay the price and go 
hungry.” 

Starting next week, the army 
(dans to issue tenders to sell the 
goods of five big Beit Sahour 
merchants who faded to meet the 
H«»ariHn*: for redeeming their con- 
fiscated property by paying their 
taxes, sources said. 

But residents said they would 
continue the campaign of civil 
disobedience, their contribution 
to the 22-month-old Palestinian 
uprising. 

“We will not finance the ballets 
that kfl] our children, the growing 
number of prisons, the expenses 
of tbe occupying army, the lux- 
uries and weapons provided to 
(Arab) collaborators,” tbe state- 


Libya said to increase 
military aid to Somalia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Libya 
has secretly escalated its weapons 
supplies to Somalia to replace 
dwindling U.S. aid, but tte re- 
cent arrival of arms and Libyan 
officers to tte port of Mogadishu 
was witnessed by tte American 
ambassador, according to 
sources. 

The Somali government, 
headed by President Siad Barre, 
has become increasingly desper- 
ate to obtain military hardware in 
tiie face of growing challenges 
from rebels in various parts of the 
country. 

Barre turned to Libya's leader 
Mnammar Qadhafi last year but 
information from Somali opposi- 
tion groups about the Libyan 
deliveries has been hard to verify. 

“Libya is increasing its assist- 
ance to tte Somali government. 
To our knowledge, this includes 
military hardware, but no troops 
or military advisers,” said a re- 
cent State Department state- 
ment. 

But otter sources, who spoke 
only on condition of anonymity, 
said a Libyan ship which docked 
in Mogadishu recently discharged 
18 Libyan officers, including six 
pilots. The ship also carried 10 
tanks and 10 long-range Soviet- 
made cannons, they said. 

Tte ship's docking was witnes- 
sed by Barre himself, as well as 
by U.S. Ambassador Frank Crig- 
ler, said the sources. 


A State Department official, 
abo speaking on condition of 
anonymity, confirmed that a Li- 
byan ship had docked in Moga- 
dishu bat declined to discuss 
other details. 

He said tte Libyan aid was 
“not massive,’* and included 
rifles and ammunition. “But the 
fact that it’s Libyan is disconcert- 
ing” he added. 

Dissident Somali groups claim 
Libya has also snppted the Barre 
government with chemical 
weapons, especially mustard gas, 
but sources in the intelligence 
community say there are conflict- 
ing views about tte veracity of 
the reports. 

Qadhafi reportedly plans a visit 
to Somalia Oct. 21. 

Somalia, which shifted its 
alliance from the Soviet Union to 
the West in 1977, has also been 
buying arms on the open market 
although it is experiencing a cash 
problem because of its heavy 
foreign debt. 

Congress earlier this year 
turned down an administration 
request to approve $21 million so 
Somalia could pay arrears to tte 
International Monetary Fund and 
become eligible for additional 
loans. Tbe administration de- 
cided not to press tbe request, 
saying it could not make a con- 
vincing case in light of growing 
human rights abuses in Somalia. 
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meat said. 

Soldiers prevented about 50 
peace activists and journalists 
from entering Beit Sahour. Most 
were stopped on the outskirts of 
tte nearby town of Bethlehem. 

Tte troops apparently mistook 
one activist for a Jewish settler, 
allowing him to drive through tte 
roadblock and to the edge of Beit 
Sahour, where be collected the 
statement 

The peace activists held a 
roadside protest at tte Beth- 
lehem checkpoint, holding pla- 
cards expressing support for Beit 
Sahour and tte principle of no 
taxation without representation. 

‘Tm prepared to support the 
non- violent side of the uprising,” 
protester Dalia Landan said. 
^Beit Sahour is taking a 
courageous approach that is in 
many ways more threatening to 
Israel than throwing stones.” 

The Beit Sahour statement 
urged Israelis to accept Palesti- 
nians’ right to self-determination, 
saying: “The military authorities 
do not represent us and we did 
not invite them to come to our 
land.” 

It added: “We want no more 
than what you have — freedom 
and our own representatives to 
pay taxes to." 


Algerian 
party forms 
own militia 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian Mus- 
lim fiiwdaiwCTtaiig tc in an unpre- 
cedented move have set np their 
own seemity force to pursue peo- 
ple who steal in the name of 
Islam, the newspaper of the Isla- 
mic Salvation Front said* 

The report in the bimonthly 
paper AJ Munqath (the Saviour) 
was tte first announcement by 
the front, known by its French 
initials FES, that it had set up its 
own security force. 

The move has no precedent in 
Algeria’s fledgling multi-party | 
democracy and its legality was i 
immediately questioned try the 
state-controlled media. 

Tbe front* was legalised last 
month as put of moves toward 
multi-party democracy. Political 
observers say it has quickly be- 
come one of the strongest of 
Algeria’s new opposition parties. 

A1 Munqath said tbe FIS guard 
had arrested a 16-year-old after 
be posed as a student of a prom- 
inent FIS imam, Hachemi 
Sahnonm, and collected money in 
several Algerian cities on his be- 
half. 

“The guard of tte Islamic 
Salvation Front has arrested a, 
dangerous thief... who invented a 
unique way of pilfering tire 
money of Muslims.” tbe paper 
said. 


IDDLE EAST NEWS IN BR 


JAKARTA (R) — The Plalwtine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
has opened an embassy in Indonesia, which has recognised the 
Palestinian state since Nov. 16, 1988, the day after it was declared. 
FLO Farpuq Kaddoomi has said Palestine now had 

amlmauiAiriiil relations with 89 countries, and was recognised by a 
farther 15. :: 

Chad says French troops will leave 

BRUSSELS (R) — Chadian President Hfcsene Hahre said Thurs- 
day French troops would leave Chad once there was no farther 
threatof attack from Libya. “When the fKtots whitii justified tins 
presence have disappeared there win no longer be any reason for 
foreign milit ary forces to remain in our country,” he told a news 
conference. Habre said important steps had teen, taken towards 
resolving diff erences between Chad and Libya. “It will take alot of 
time and work for os to overcome all the obstades hot... things are 
continuing along tte right track,” he said, speaking after two days 
of talks with European Community (EC) and Belgian government 
officials. 

Greek court rejects suspect’s plea 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — An appeals court counci] Thursday 
turned down a request for a Palesti nia n’s temporary release from 
prison, leaving the matter to tte government which will deride 
whether tte man should be extradited to the United States. Tbe 
three-member council rules on requests for tbe temporary 
release of people held in pretrial custody said that it had no 
jurisdiction over the iwatt^r as Mohammed Rashid’s extradition 
was in the hands of the justice minister. Rashid, 39, has been held 
by Greece since his arrest in May 1988.The supreme court upheld' 
a U.S. request for his extradition last May but tte fi n al decision 
rests with tte justice minister. The Greek government put tte 
matter on hold after tte June elections when the country was rated 
by a conservative-communist coalition. Tte present caretaker 
government has a mandate only to lead tte nation to elections on 


IS otter people injured in tte blast over- Hawaii 

Ortega winds up Gulf visits 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Nicaraguan Preadent Daniel Ortega left 
Bahrain Thursday winding op a tour of Arab countries winch he 
said focused on economic support for his country and on means of 
p ushing the peace process between Iran and Iraq. Ortega held 
e x te n s i ve talks with tte emir of Bahrain, Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman Ai 
Khalifa, and Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Salman AI Khalifa 
during the visit which stinted Tuesday. Earlier he visited Kuwait 
and Qatar. Ortega told the Gulf News Agency before leaving that 
be agreed ujto tte prime minister “to work together on all levels 
for a comprehensive settlement and a final end to tbe deadlock” in 
tte peace talks between Iran and Iraq. 

Saudi deal questioned in U.S. house 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Several members of the U.S. Home of 
Representatives Thursday questioned tte U.S. government’s 3- 
bflbon sale of 315 tanks and otter equipment to Saadi Arabia. In a 
letter to Secretary of Stale James Baker, the 29 bouse members, 
indudnig majority leader Richard Gephardt, asked if tte purchase 
was in tbe U.S. strategic interest. They also asked what armour 
would be included and Where tte tanks would be deployed. _U.S. 1 
Congressman Melvin Levine, a Democrat, questioned in an 
accompanying letter whether tiie administration of President 


“In fi ght of the fact that tbe Saudis have received over $30 Ulfion 
worth of military goods and services in the past eight years from tiie 
U.S. Levine wrote, “I am troubled that they still have yet to meet 
many base U.S. policy objectives in the Middle East. In particular, ' 
their performance on the peace process has been abysmaL Then- 
vote just two days ago to deny Israel’s credentials at tte U.N. 
underscores that tiie Saudis continue to cast their lot with tte most 
radical and rejectionist Arab countries.” The purchase will go 
through trqless it is rejected by majority vote of both tte Senate 
and tbe hocse. 

Maghreb Consultative Council opened 

RABAT (AP) — King Hassan Q of Morocco inaugurated the first 
session Thursday of toe 50-member Arab Maghreb Union Con- 
sultative Council, comprising 10 members of parliament each from 
Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Libya and Mauritania. The delegates 
will elect officers and review the work of tte Arab Maghreb Union 
since tiie leaders of tbe five countries established it last February in 
Marrakech. Tte union aims ultimately at setting up a common 
market of 100 million people. Hassan said be would like to increase 
the number of council members but did not specify a figure. He 
said the consultative role of the council will be “taken into 
consideration” -by the five chiefs of state at future summit 
meetings. Morocco will re linqu is h tire' chairmanship of toe federa- 
tion to Tunisia at tire end of the year. 

Britain protests over Iraqi detainees 

LONDON (AP) — Tbe Foreign Office said Thursday it has 
protested for tte second time to Iraq toe continued detention of a 
British muse and a journalist held for over a month without 
consular access. Iraqi officials say they are investigating alleged 
acts of espionage by Daphne Parish, 41, ahd Iranian- bom Farzad 
Bazoft, who works for Tte Observer, a leading British weekly 
newspaper. The Foreign Office said Iraqi Ambassador Azmi 
Shafiq AI SaHJii was summoned Thursday and was told by 
Undersecretary William Waldegrave that despite many requests by 
government ministers, editors and relatives, no access had been 
given. Bazoft was arrested Sept. 15 and Mrs. Parish four days later. 
“Under the provisions of tte Vienna convention on consular 
relations, we are entitled to exercise our right of access to a British 
subject without delay,” a ministry spokesman sakL 
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Sl. Mary of Nazareth Cbwcb Swettkh, 
Tel. 810740 
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SC. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
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628543. 

Armeafjua Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 
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doudy io dandy with a chance for 
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Jordanian (RJ) Infor ma t i on depart- 
ment at the Qacen Aba International 
Airport TeL (06)53200-5, when t 
shook! always be verified ■ 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

MB Singapore, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

mm 

»*■ ■ m w»mm Damascus (RJ) 

89:15 _ Aqaba (RJ) 

mm New Delhi (RJ) 

8fc38 Cairo (RJ) 

•fc* Karachi, Dubai yU) 

IkM . ........... Dbahran, Kuwait (RJ) 

lfcdS Cairo (to) 

17*8 - — Now Yorit, Montreal (RJ) 

17:35 CtJpcnhasCT, Frankfort fRJ) 

mm Tripoli (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

- - Baghdad (IA) 


1M8 - Cairo (MS) 

13 £• Kuwait CKU) 

13s45 TripoE/LNl 

1 Riyadh (SU) 

VkSS — RomefAZ) 

BsI5 Dubai (EK) 

23 cW — Paris, Damascus (AF) 


Dubai (EK) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


Uppa/kmer pace m 

Apple ^ra d^ Bn .. */**■“ 

Banana (MukainiiOT) Z71 


vrm .... 
nm ... 

18s45 ... 
Ibl5 ... 
12*0 

1249 

12:15 ... 
1240 ... 
12s4S ... 
1MI ... 
19s4S 
2fcW ... 
2920 ... 
2*45 
0030 


- Aqaba ( 

Vienna, Chicago i 

Amsterd am , Mew York l 

Geneva, Madrid 

Loudon i 

Paris i 

Frankfort, Brads i 

im nsim i— Cairo t 

— ... Kuwait 

Bahrain, Doha ( 

— ... Jeddah ( 

..Goroj 

..... Abo Dhabi, Dubai < 
Aqaba, B4 MdU( 


Cabbage 

Carrot . — ; 

Cauliflower >>>M 

. On 

Cncmnb ca(tat 
Oinimlieu i sna 
Dates 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 
88.15 Beirut (ME] 

8j| 

}** - Ktroau(LN, 

Hsdi Riyadh (sV 

17:55 Dubai (AZ 


G ra p efru it 

Gnpea;. 

Grapes (Hack) . 
Guava 

ttmnw - 

Mallow 

Marrow (large) , 
Marrow (small) . 

Oka 

Onion (dry) ..... 


Spin** 

Sweet Meton 

Tomatoes 

Water Mein ... 


Bk per kg. 
.. 420/380 

- 550/500 
.. 450 / 400 

- 400/350 
~ 620/580 
.. 180/140 
~ 350 / 300 
*. 280/240. 
.. 250 / 200 

180/ 150 
.. 400/350 
.. 490/460 
..230 / 200 

- 900 / 800 

- 230/J80: 
.: 420 / 380 

420/380 
.. 450 / 400 
.. 200/150 
.. 170/140 
.. 180 /ISO 
-. 370/300 
.. 620/ 580 
« 300 / 250 
..2Q0/160 
.. 230/200 
3507 300 
». 300 /250. 
_ 300/ 250 
~ 350/300 

« i a/m 

. 200/ 170. 
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ELECTIONS ’89 

By Nermeen Murad 


IN A bb« 8 teat aithc entrance ofMadaharrih gc e camp, ahcut 200 
women from iB wafts of fife Itstened to a. candidate yMng 
'"Nbaad a microphone. They woo asking and fie was answering bat 
what stood out was the awareness among die rand women wi the 
aauiib/ity of the qatsfeu they pamsL Owe vaaun told the 
candidate Oat her brother died became ®r “medical malpractice”. 

“My brother was given' a shot of distilled water intend of 
sedatives at Madaba hospital and the culprit has admitted Iris gaflt 
and b being held at the police station,* 9 she saUL “What wN yoo 
do for the many victims of such malpractice?” she 

Another voter quoted a phrase from fee caniHdate’s elation 
tdfeg for ib>«koi% Jordan’s agreement with the 
Intrmdiniiil Mowtay Fuad (IMF). What was the atenutive, the 
c a nflibde was ashed. A woman ashed the ca m fidatr what would he 
do JT the new Lower Boose of Parfiament was dissolved. The 
candidate spoke fondly and with de teniwnat fon: “I woald go back 
to the people, the source of authorities.” AD the women dapped, 
they crowded to shake Us hand and as&hhn when can he meet with 
thefr friends and relatives to tefl them of hfe ideas and plans for the 
people. 

A “refined” woman among the crowd approached report e rs 
and distributed election campadjpt cards for a rival candidate and 
then suggested that they meet him. 

Tbe reporters drove thirogh the small streets of Madaba until 
they readied a tmddmg. Inside was a large white hafl reserved ffar 
tbe ca ndidate and his s u pporte r s. 

There were no exefted crowds. A picture of the candidate loomed 
large on a waH to the room. Chairs were filed side by side forming 
medhrm sized squares in the room. 

The ca ndidate had held a prominent public office hi the 
gove rnm ent and resigned to pat his crcdibffity to the test with Ms 
constituency. KBs ideas were new, i nn ov ati ve; yet tbe qnrstinn ■ 
loomed large, “Wfcynooaea&ed for these things wfafie in office?” 

The candidate said that afihoagh he was widely seen as a 
capitalist, “I fed compas sion for the poor and the needy,” and 
although be was associated, in the minds of many voters, with 
right-wing thinking, “I fed pity for the leftists; ma n y of thm are 
my friends.” 

As the reporters beaded bade to Amman, titey thought of the 
woman whose toother died because a registered nurse at Madaba 
Hospital aBegedfy stole sedatives from the hospftaL They also 
thought of a man . who was able to get through to 200 women 
without a m i crophone. Bat, for one reason or another, onty the 
shapes of the squares of chairs fai the lomige m which they met the 
second candidate stood out in the mtndu of the reporter s . 
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REGENT, PRINCE MOHAMMAD CONGRATULATE 
$OMALlAs His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, tbe Regent, 
Friday 'sent a cable erf congratulations to the Somali President 
Mohammad Siad Bane, congratulating him in his own name, and on 
behalf of the Jordanian people and government, on Somalia's 
National Day. His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad also wished 
President Bane continued good health and happiness and tbe Somali 
people feather progress and prosperity. (Petra) 

PRINCESS. BA8MA. RECEIVES. JFPPA TEAM; Her Royal - 
Highness Princess Ra<ma Friday rece ived -the Jordan Family Plan- 
ning and Protection Association (JFPPA) admini strativ e committee 
chapman and members. She was briefed on tbe JFPPA services to 
tbe public and activities in the fieldsof mother and child care and 
family planning. Princess Basina also accepted the offer to become 
the honorary president of the JFPPA. (Petra) 

CHINESE LEADER RECEIVES TARAWNEH: The Chinese 
vice-president Thursday received Director General of the Gvfl 
Defence Department LL-GeneralKhalid AlTarawneh and discussed 
with him means of enhancing trilateral cooperation in the field of civil 
defence. Tarawneh’s visit to Peking is designed to exchange views on 
emergency relief and first aid operations in times of natural disasters. 
(Petra) 

ART EXHIBITION: Ministry of Culture Secretary General Hani A1 
Amad Thursday opened a week-long plastic art exhibition by the 
artist, Barima Batoufi, held at Alia Art Gallery. On display, at the 
exhibition are 48 paintings depicting the nature in Jordan. (Petra) 

IRAQI AWQAF AIDE ENDS VISIT: Iraqi Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic. Affairs Undersecretary Mohammad Sharif Thursday left 
Amman at thecondnsiosiof a several-day visit to Jordan. During his 
visit, he met with His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, and held talk* with senior officials at the Ministry of Awoaf 
and Mamie Affairs on means to exchange expertise between Jordan 
and Iraq in Islamic affairs. He was seen off by Awqaf and Islamic 
Affiura Ministry Secretary General Dr. Ahmad Hlayyel, a number of 
senior officials, and the Iraqi ambassador to Jorda n. (Petra) 

U.S. envoy cites strong 
ties with Jordan 


AMMAN (USIS) — Citing the 
“strength and durability” of rela- 
tions between the United States 
' and Jordan, Ambassador Roscoe 
Suddarth helped pour the last 
“ bucket of concrete on the roof of 
' the tafiest building in the new 
American embassy building com- 
plex in Abdoun Thursday. 

The ceremony, called “top- 
- ping-out,” is tbe most important 
phase between the ground break- 
ing and ribbon-cutting in a con- 
struction project 
The ceremony was held under 
_• the auspices of Amman Deputy 
Mayor Saltan Khuleifet and 
Ambassador Suddarth. Attend- 
ing were Mr. Mn’tassemBflbeisi, 
j secretary general of tbe Ministry 
. ilf of Foreign Affairs; Dr. Salem Ai 
** Lawzi, Adviser at the Prime 

Ministry mid a number of Jorda- 
nian officials from various gov- 
ernment departments as well as 
the American arid Jordanian em- 


ployees of the embassy. 

The project covers an area of 
40 dturmns with about 20,000 
metres of floor space. It 
consist of sevexi buddings, 
indudmg a chancery, a chancery 
annex, an ambassador’s resi- 
dence, ami a warehouse facility. 

In addition, the American 
Cultural Centre and library and 
the United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) will use this faeffity for 
their operations. The buildings 
are expected to be completed in 
early 1991. 

The construction contract was 
awarded to American Interna- 
tional Construction, Inc. of New 
York (formerly the George A. 
Fuller Company). Nearly ail the 
work on this project has been 
done by Jordanian nationals. The 
total cost of the project is esti- 
mated to be -S4fr minion. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daSy Arabic press. Readers are advisedto verify tbe listed 
trmt> and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

fr An art eriJbffion by Fnad Mfani and ‘Ammar Khamm*sh at 
Abdul Hamid Shorn*® Fountfatinn’s Scientific and Gdtural 
Centre. 

4 An photo exhibition at file Royal Cultural Centre. 

fr Anexhfl>itiaBeitfitied <l W*oyti^ pictinwte Eastjenttrian” 
by Austrian artist Eva Tata at the Goethe Institute— 5d» (Lin. 

fr AnartcxhfeltianltyJoeting^arti tiBfohMMn^ Al Qaddoe^I 

dfantavta ofl and watercolour pateSaga depicting nature m 

^ J St the Honing B«* Grftay- 

— ft .Jhn.irtn.ft h« ImhiilM elastic artfat 
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Princess Basma attends celebration 


AMMAN (Fete*) — Her Royal Hjghu«>«s Princess 
Basma Thursday attended die celebration held by 
the Ministry of Rdncation’s boy scoots and girl 
guides section, in cooperation with toe Greater 
Amman Education Department, to mark Prophet 
Mohammad's Birthday anniv er s ar y. Taking part 
ra the uJ e hratiou were 360 children from the 
varions charitable societies throughout the Shg- 
dsm, inclndfeg orphan and disabled children and 
martyrs* children, in addition to 200 boy scoots 


and girl guides from the Education Ministry. The 
head of the sections. Abb Abo Nuwwaur, addres- 
sed the c eleb r a tion, voieng apprec ia tion to Prin- 
ces Basma for her contfanons support of the 
scooting movement in Jordan. The celebration 
included religions sonnets, plays, scouting com- 
petitions and recreational games for children. At 
the end of the celebration Princess B«ana pre- 
sented gifts to the participating «*"**»■♦* 


Five new departments expected to 
boost Justice Ministry efficiency 


AMMAN (J.T.j — The Cabinet 
has endorsed the creation of five 
new departments at the Ministry 
of Justice in 1989, in what is seen 
as a bid to boost the efficiency of 

thft m inis tr y in adminis trative 
affair s. Justice Minister Rateb Al Waza- 
iH, in comments carried Friday 

fay the Jodran News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the new departments — 
inspection, planning, studies and 
development, administration, 

and fmanne mid a j udicial insti- 
tute — win pave the way for 
boosting the efficiency of the 
ministry’s administrative staff and 

improving the performance of the 


judicial system. 

The creation of the planning, 
studies and development depart- 
ment will enhance the ministry's 
ability to draw up short- and 
long-term plans to develop the 
judicial and administrative sys- 
tems, according to the minister. 
The inspection department will 
help facilitate supervisory activi- 
ties and contribute to proposing 
proper solutions to administrative 
problems, since it implies the 
appointment of additional judges 
who win take up supervisory 
work in courts, the minister 
said. “The creation of this depart- 


ment was based on experiences 
acquired from other countries, as 
it was found ont that such inspec- 
tion departments have contri- 
buted to improving performance 
and speeding np settlements of 
cases presented to the courts,” he 
said. 

Wazani stressed the minis try’s 
resolve to give this department a 
key role in view of its importance. 

The director of the proposed 
judicial institute, Wazani said, 
wQl report directly to the minis- 
ter. The institute will include 
three sections — administrative 
and financial, educational and a 
main office — be added. 


Outgoing 

Japanese 

ambassador 

honoured 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has con- 
ferred the Independence Medal 
of the First Order upon 
Japanese Ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Makoto Watanabe, whose 
tour of duty in Jordan has 
ended. 

Presenting the medal to 
Watanabe at a dinner hosted in 
his honour was Foreign Minis- 
try Secretary General Mu’taz 
Al Bflbeisi (see photo). The 
(firmer was attended by a num- 
ber of ambassadors accredited to 
Jtirdan. 



Course prepares women for 
quality stitching, professionalism 


AMMAN (USIS) — Nineteen 
tjvomen recently completed a four 
week training course for super- 
visors of sewing in the handicrafts 
and garment industry sponsored 
by the Near Hast Foundation and 
funded by the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID). 

The trainees are employed on 
income generating projects sup- 
ported by several voluntary orga- 
nisations including the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation, the Family 
Care Society, the Urban De- 
velopment Department, Save the 
Children Federation, Jerash 
Ladies Benevolent Society, and 
the Hai Nazzal Social Develop- 
ment Centre. 

According to course organiser 
and instructor, Debra Brummett, 
the course content addressed two 
major problem areas in women's 
sewing projects: 

— Gaining tbe expertise to use 
the high quality technical equip- 
ment that most projects have but 
don’t have the expertise to use, 
and 

— Recognising and taking re- 
sponsibility for quality 
tnroughout. 

Ms. Brummett noted an as yet 
unmet need in the handicrafts and 
garment industries for highly 
trained professionals to make 
patterns and grade sizes. Brum- 
mett Drill follow Up the teaming 
session by visiting the patiapating 
workshops to produce patterns 
and samples from which they can 
work. 

-Hie trainees learned sewing 
maintenance and operation. 

According to instructor, Mel 
Phillips, a retired vice president 
for Munsingwear, every person, 
operating a sewing machine 
should be abk to change the 
needle, adjust the tension, ofl the 
jgadmmry, and manage all the 
routine tasks associated with 
keeping tbe. machine in good 


form these simple tasks, and of 
taking responsibility fiw keeping 
the machine producing perfect 
stitches. 

“When I see a bad stitch and a 
semstress tells me the machine 
wasn’t working right,” said 
Brummett, “I ask who’s responsi- 
bility is that? 

“The costs of calling in mainte- 
nance personnel for routine tasks 
that could have been performed 
by properly trained and moti- 
vated sewers have matte many 
sewing projects, particularly 
those m outlying areas, unprofit- 
able. 

The cost sayings of careful pat- 
tern layout, fitting the places 
together, so as to rnmimfae fabric 
waste prior to cutting were 
emphasised. 

“If I just lay one piece on the 
fabric at a time, and cut it by 
itself, them lay another without 
really planning ahead,” 
cautioned Phillips, “I might just 
as well throw these two dinar 
right out the window. I’ve wasted 
that much fabric.” 

Essentials of layout such as 
laying each pattern piece, includ- 
ing straps and ties, on the straight 
of die fabric were tangbt. 

Assembly of the product in 
proper sequence was taught In 
addition to making a variety of 
sewing technique samples, stu- 
dents made an apron, a lady’s 
shoulder bag, a man's shirt, arid 
an infant’s bib which reinforced 
the stalls learned in the sample 
sessions. 

Sewing techniques related to 
the handicrafts industry were 


taught and practiced extensively. 
These included zippers, facings, 
buttons, bound edges, fiat felted 
seams, under stitching, top stitch- 
ing, cording, pockets, straps and 
pressing. 

Other skills taught included us- 
ing an industrial cutter, under- 
standing spec sheets, and using 
templates for accurate pressing 
and sewing. 

Uniformity and rigorous quali- 
ty standards that are tbe responsi- 
bility of each sewer and enforced 
by me supervisor were stressed. 
Any product that was not sewn 
right m the training session was 
sewn over. 

Finally, ideas for packaging the 
product for the consumer, for 
example by sewing in the work- 
shop’s special label, were demon- 
strated, and supervisors were 
taught how to give yardage in- 
formation to their managers for 
costing. 

Skill in costing products has 
been a particularly urgent need 
among the garment makers in 
Jordan, according to Phillips. The 
sales price for an item is deter- 
mined by assessing the cost to 
produce the product plus some 
profit. 

In die handicrafts industry, for 
example, the cost is determined 
by the cost of materials, jrfus the 
cost of direct labour, phis an 
overhead cost expressed as a per- 
centage of direct labour. 

This fonnula makes it easy to 
adjust the sales price for any item 
in any material even as raw mate- 
rials costs change. 


operating foitifitirffi 

. :j "That, according to ftnBjps, is a 
of ; .bath learrang to per- 


KEILANI TOURS WAJ WORKSHOPS: Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Mohammad Saleh Keflani Friday toured a number of 
Water Authority erf Jordan (WAJ) workshops and discussed means 
to promote WAJ activities. (Petra) 

MALHAS OPENS SALT CENTRE: M&rister of Health and Social 
Developm en t Dr. ZuhafrMalhas Thursday opened the new centre <rf 
Kafr Honda charitable society in Salt. The construction of this 
btriUmg-cost JD 30,000. (Petra) • 


Moscow attaches major 
importance to ties with 
Jordan — Latvian leader 


By Suhair Obesdat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — - The Soviet Union attaches major 
Importance to Its relations with Jordan and sees 
Moscow’s links with Amman very significant in 
Soviet-Arab relations since both countries share 
common views on many subjects, including the 
Arab-Isradi conflict, according to the Deputy Prime 
Minis ter of Latvia, one of the 15 Soviet republics. 


In this context, the Joidaman- 
Soviet Friendship Society plays a 
distinctive role, and regardless of 
the feet that Jordan Is relatively a 
small country in the region, the 
society is one of tbe nest de- 
veloped among Soviet-Arab 
friendship societies, said Cepanis 
K_ Alfreds, who is currently on a 
visit to Joidan. 

“We can stress the importance 
of tbe Sovi et-J ordanian relation, 
overlooking the matter of size 
and international economic 
weight, because it (the relation), 
is built on bases of mutual respect 
and equality,” Alfreds told the 
Jordan Times in an interview. 

Alfreds, who was received by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince, the Regent, Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zda Ben Shaker and 
other senior officials and who 
attended celebrations in connec- 
tion with a Soviet-Jordaman 
Friendship Week, said his visit to 
Amman also aimed at si gning 
agreements related to Jordanian 
exports to Latvia. 

“My mission as a deputy prime 
minister is limited to developing 
economic and trade relations with 
outside countries,” he said, 
adding: “We are going to do so 
through tbe ports in Aqaba and 
Latvia and the Baltics. Jordan is 
going to export to ns phosphate 
and potash, and they are going to 
continne importing timber, 
minerals and other industrial 
materials,” he said. 

Alfreds, and his accompanying 
Latvian friendship delegation 
were chosen to represent tbe 
Soviet Union as part of a periodic 
selection process, where each re- 
public gets its turn to represent 
the Soviet Union in Jordan, to 
introduce their costumes and' 
traditions. 

“What we know as a nation 
about Jordan, is very little, so this 
is one of the aims of the days of 
friendship. After we go back to 
Latvia, the delegation, each in bis 
field, will hold lectures to talk 
about Jordan. The Latvian televi- 
sion, on its turn wffl run films 
about Jordan which were pre- 
sented to us by the Ministry of 
Information.” 

The deputy prime minister will 
be hosted on tbe Latvian televi- 
sion on a live show, to talk about 
his visit to Jordan, where there 
would be four direct telephone 
lines for questions or inquiries on 
Jordan. 

According to Alfreds, political 
horizons between Joidan and the 
Soviet Union are wide, since they 
are based on mutual agreement 
on a great number of issues and 
there is no reason for contradic- 
tion between the two countries. 

Sighting examples of mutual 
and common understanding cm a 
number of international issues, 
Alfreds said that both countries 
agree that the international con- 
ference is the best way to solve 
the Middle East issue, be said. 

— In Afghanistan, Jordan wel- 
comed the withdrawal of the 
Soviet army and agreed that a 
solution can be reached, through 
settlement between the rival 
Afghan forces. 

— Jordan welcomed the initia- 
tive of nuclear disarmament. 

— Jordan welcomed the ope- 
ness between USSR and the Un- 
ited States. 

— Both valued the ceasefire 
between Iraq and Iran and the 
Soviet efforts to stop this conflict 
was welcomed by Jordan. 

— Both agree that relations 
between countries should be bmlt 
on the basic of mutual interests. 

— Both agree on tbe role of the 
United Nations, its policies, acti- 
vities and tbe cases presented to 
it. 

— The two countries agree on 
the issues of chemical weapons, 
protection of the environment 
and the debts of Third World 
countries and ways of resolving 
than. “Through rearranging in- 
ternational economic relations 
between the north and tbe 
south,’' he said. 

Commenting on the waves of 
perestroika curnmtly sweeping 
the Soviet Union in general, and 
Latvia in particular, Alfreds said 
that “the healthy Latvian forces, 
whether they are political, social 
or economic, all demand an eco- 
nomic independence, w ithin the 
Soviet Union.” 

Yet he stressed that any step 
towards e c onom i c development. 


in the republic, would be con- 
nected to the USSR and not an 
outside country. 

‘This means that each republic 
handles all issues of developing 
its economy, depending on its 
natural resources and capabilities 
independently from the centre. 
Because it is more capable of 
knowing the best ways of proper 
economic investment,” he said. 

Consequently, this will please 
both the republic and Moscow 
since tight (extreme) centralisa- 
tion in the past, lead to decisions 
that did not take into considera- 
tion local circumstances. The re- 
sults of die past (economic) deci- 
sions did not please the centre 
nor the republic. 

However, there are political 
forces in Latvia that are deman- 
ding complete separation of Lat- 
via from the centre. T would like 
to stress that they are isolated* 
for ce s and do not have a wide 
effect on the Latvians.” 

“Our republic does not have 
any natural resources fike gaz and 
minera ls, and the developed in 
dnstries in Latvia depend on the 
raw materials coming from other 
republics. And if we want to be 
independent, other resources 
available in our country will not 
be enough to keep the industrial 
development that we reached.” 

On economic development, 
Alfreds said the best way in a 
country inhabited by 300 milli on 
people, with varied nationalities, 
is to take into consideration the 
ways and methods of rinnking 
and .the mentalities of each na- 
tion, to be able to take steps 
forward. 

What applies to the Baltic re- 
publics does not necessarily apply 
to the Soviet republics in Central 
Asia or the Caucausus. 

“So, there was a vote on eco- 
nomic independence, not on a 
full one and when the request was 
presented to and discussed in tbe 
Supreme Soviet in Moscow, it 


was deckled that starting-Jan. 1, 
1990, the three Baltic republics of 
Latvia, Esto nia and Lithuania as 
well as Belornssia, would be 
granted economic independence, 
which means that each republic 
would have full control over its 
natural resources and poten- 
tials.” 

According to Alfreds, the offi- 
cial institutions in Moscow and 
those in the republics, are heavily 
involved in setting the basis of 
economic independence and eco- 
nomic integration between each 
republic and Moscow. 

“Our republic used to contri- 
bute S1.6 billion to the country’s 
budget and the ministries in Mos- 
cow used to define funds alloca- 
tion. Now we are ready to con- 
tinue paying our share on condi- 
tion that other funds be exploited 
as we, and not Moscow, deem 
appropriate. This is one of the 
basic foundations of Commun- 
ism,” he said. 

Accordingly, the Soviets want 
this principle to be applied on 
exchange of goods that is, each 
republic hold agreements with 
other republics ami with the Mos- 
cow ministries, to exchange 
goods, which requires the setting 
of new laws and prices, “and this 
is in fact the essence of peres- 
troika,” he commented. 

On T hur s da y, Information and 
Culture Minister Nasouh Al Mar 
jati received Alfreds and discus- 
sed wife him means of developing 
cultural cooperation between Jor- 
dan and the Soviet Union, Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, reported. 

They also discussed with him 
the roles of both the friendship 
societies in promoting cultural 
cooperation and holding cultural 
events, Petra said. 

The Soviet delegation Thurs- 
day visited King Hussein Medical 
Goitre where they were brifed by 
Directin' General of the National 
Medical Institution Daoud Hana- 
nia on the centre’s achievements 
and the services it offers to the 
heart patients. 

Also Thursday, Tourism Minis- 
ter Yana! HDanat opened an ex- 
hibition of chfldren’s drawings 
and puppet show, at Haya Art 
Centre prepared by children from 
Latvia. 

The exhibition, held on the 
occasion of tbe Soviet-Jordanian 
FrienddHp Week, is organised by 
the Jordanian-Soviet Friendship 
Society in cooperation wife Haya 
Art Centre. 


Arab environment minis ters 
adopt Jordanian proposal 


CAIRO (Petra) — Arab minis- 
ters of municipal and rural affairs 
and the environment have de- 
cided to followup oo a Jordanian 
proposal to set up an environ- 
mental information centre. 

Minister of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and tbe Environment 
Yousef Hamdan Al Jabr, who 
beaded die Kingdom’s delegation 
to the meetings, said Thursday 
that the ntknstm recognised die 
importance of the Jordanian 
proposal and decided to under- 
take a feasibility study and to 
explore potential sources for 
funding. 

The ministers also called for 
setting up regional environmental 
centres which could serve as a 
nucleus for the proposed centre. 
The meeting also discussed other 
Jor dani an proposals, including 
one to set up a pan-Arab environ- 
mental fund and a centre for 
environment experts and to orga- 


nise a pan-Arab conference on 
environment. 

Jabr said the ministers called 
on Arab funds to contribute to- 
wards projects designed to dttsr 
se annate information about en- 
vironment and to assist in deserti- 
fication control projects. Partici- 
pants further stressed the need 
for setting up a low-cost plant to 
produce water purification and 
waste water treatment equip- 
ment. 

The conference also called on 
Arab countries which have not so 
far agreed to ra ratified the 
Hague Declaration on protecting 
the atmosphere and preserving 
tbe ozone layer to do so as soon 
as possible. It afao stressed the 
importance of M S caM f ying Arab 
presence in international confer- 
ences oo the environment. 

Taking part in the meetings 
were representatives from all 
Arab countries. 


Symposium on diseases 
suggests Amman centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — Participants 
in a three-day regional sympo- 
sium on diseases and parasites 
common to man and animate con- 
cluded a meeting here Friday 
with a call for setting up a scien- 
tific research centre and informa- 
tion network to be based in 
Amman. 

Participants at the symposium, 
which was held under the patron- 
age of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, re- 
commended that the symposium 
be held in Amman in 1991. 

The gathering adopted a prop- 
osal for setting up an Arab re- 


search centre which will be en- 
trusted with undertaking research 
on diseases common to man and 
animals in the Arab World. - 

In concluding remakrs, the 
symposium chairman. Dr. 
Omedsh. Omeish, praised the 
standard of the discussions mid 
noted their importance in pro- 
tecting the health of Arab citizens 

and environment 

Taking part in tbe symposium, 
which was organised by fee 
Higher Council of Science and 
Technology, were Arab as well as 
foreign experts. 


Jordan to take part in 
international tourism talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part in a six-day internation- 
al conference on tourism which 
be gins in Canada. Oct 29. Orga- 
nised by school tourist dubs, tbe 
conference will be attended by 
representatives of school dabs of 
65 countries. 

The conference, be held under 
the theme “tourism — a comdor 
for peace,” will (fisenss different 
tourist issues, such as handling 
tourist groups and means of de- 


veloping and promo ting f, 
in Third World countrie& 

The head of the dele; 
Sami Sali, left Friday to^ 
en route to Canada. In Vie 
will hold talks with Austin 

dais on tourist relations b< 
Jordan and Austria. 

The Jordanian 
the conference will cany t 
leaflets and posters rela 
Jordan for dissemination 
the conference. 
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Noble or ignoble? 

THERE is something seriously wrong with American 
thinking; not when it comes to discussing efforts for peace in 
the Middle East bat when it comes to the means to achieve 
it, and the nature of an envisaged peace settlement. It is not 
m any way new, but it is becoming more ami more 
pronounced these days. So, there is mothhsg really sarprfe- 
feag to hear reports that Washington has offered to sign a 
“Memorandum of nnderstandmg” with Israel to rale out 
any Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) involvement in 
preliminary peace talks. No do ub t, the American offer is 
timed to be seen as a pacifying gesture after the State 
Department criticised the Israeli prime m ini s te r, Yitzhak 
Shamir, for his open defiance of U.S. overtones towards 
realising the initial goal of d ir ect Pnlestim&n- 

Isradi negotiations. But, can it throw a curia m over the 
emerg i ng scenario where neither the U.S. nor Israel has any 
attention to include the PLO in any talcs, preliminary or 
o th e rw ise. 

For all technical purposes, the U.S., having chided 
Shamir for saying that be was willing to take on Washing- 
ton, or any other party for that matter, ns Ids opposition to 
contacts with the PLO, is now offering an ofive branch to the 
Israeli leader as an essential element in positing the peace 
process. 

But, for practical purposes, what does the American 
offer, if indeed it is tree that there is one, indicate? That 
Palestinians who do not have any Bnlcs whatsoever with the 
PLO wffl be involved m “prdhnmary talks” mad, who 
knows, can abo assume the role of “final negotiators.” So, 
technically or otherwise, it is aimed d i ntlia g out the PLO 
from its central role in the peace process. 

Obviously, there is fittie significance that the U.S. 
attaches to its ong o ing dialogne with the PLO m Took, 
except that it Is a channel to “explain” American moves to 
the Palestinian leadership, of coarse, always with a sugges- 
tion that the FLO makes no big fuss about w h atever 
Washington does since everything is at serving the 

noble purpose of achieving a just and durable solution to the 
Palestinian problem. But, aren’t we bearing the rumblings 
of a ‘‘take-it-or-leave-it” coming from Washington to the 
FLO? It is hound to happen in public sow, and then 
where does it leave the Palestinians, who have acknowledged 
the PLO as their sole legitimate representative, h then* 
quest to regain their national rights on their sofl when it is 
dear that the fundamental aim of the Amerteao-IsracH 
exercise and careftally-enacted dramas is to cat out any 
exchange of land for peace? 

rro 


A1 Ra*i Arabic daily on Friday launched an attack on the United 
States stand with regard to the Middle East situation and said that 
Washington continues to provide arms and funds to the Jewish 
state and gives empty promises to the Arabs. The paper said that 
Shamir's recent rejection of the Egyptian peace plan and his 
refusal to hold talks with the PLO represent a dear picture of 
Israel's intransigence and its hostile altitude towards peace. It 
should be noted that the United States' policies have been 
instrnmental in boosting the intransigent stand of Israel and its 
refusal of all peace bids, and unless the United States stops its 
supply of arms and funds to Israel, it cannot expect Tel Aviv to 
respond favourably to any peace bid; and Washington's criticism 
of Shamir's position cannot absolve the United States from its 
responsibility for the present situation, the paper continued. 
Unless Washington takes practical steps to bring about a real 
change in the Israeli position, there can be no way for achieving 
peace no matter what excuse American statesmen present to the 
world, the paper added The paper warned that the present 
situation is bound to deepen the feeling of despair which coukl 
bring about adverse effects not only to the current developments 
but also with regard to the whole concept of peace. 

Washington's confused policies in the Middle East region is the 
theme of an article by a columnist in A1 Ra'i Arabic daily Friday. 
Mahmoud Rimawi says ’ that when faced with Israel’s 
intransigence with regard to peace plans, the United States 
suddenly turns into a neutral state but when Shamir launches 
attacks on Washington for not doing enough for the Jewish state, 
the United States immediately announces its allegiance to Israel 
and world Zionism by succumbing to the Israeli leaders’ demands, 
politically, financially and militarily. The reamt instance, says the 
writer, is represented in Shamir’s severe attack on the United 
States prior to his next month's visit to Washington. Shamir's 
attack is a form of pressure on the United States, designed to pave 
the way for an announcement by Washington of new forms of aid 
and further support for the Jewish state and its policies in the 
Middle East, the writer continues. Washington’s inability to 
exercise any pressure on Tel Aviv to make it accept peace plans 
can only encourage Israel to puisne its atrocities against the 
Pales tinians ; and Washington's continued aid to Shamir and his 
government does not help the cause of peace, says the writer. 
Rimawi says that only a strong Palestinian unity and a solid stand 
on the part of the Arab Nation with regard to Palestinian rights 
can s*and up to the American policies in our region. 

A! Dosteer daily commented on King Hussein's lecture at Oxford 
University in England in which he dwelt on the titration in the 
Middle East and criticised Israel's continued intransigence. Hie 
paper particularly referred to the King's warning of Israel's 
con tinned drive to stockpile nuclear weapons while the world is 
trying to defuse tension everywhere and while the superpowers 
are trying to dispose of their nuclear arsenals in a bid to pave the 
way for work! peace. The paper referred to the King's emphasis 
on the need for the world community to listen to the call of peace 
by the PLO, and the implementation of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 242, and said that the more Israel shows intransigence 
the more complicated the situation in the Middle East can 
become. 



ThefoBowingis a speech made by Denis Goldberg at a CAABU 
(Coundi for the Advancement of Anb-Britisb Understanding) 
stmimr held early this year in London. Goldberg was bom and 
educated in South Africa. In 1964 be was convicted in thcRivoma 
Treason Trial and spent the next 22 years in Sooth African prisons 
ants bis release in 1986. He now Jives in England and woiis with 
the African National Congress. 


By Denis Goldberg 

THE OFFICIAL title is “Israel 
and South Africa: A Strategic 

Alliance” and I'm simply going to 
assert that the affiance exists — 
there's sufficient evidence which 
has buOt up over the years. We 
used to speculate about it and the 
Israeli regime would call ns Ears 
and wonkl say we had overheated 
imaginations. Prove it! they 
would say. I came out of prison 
and they said Goldberg has not 
been around for twenty-two years 
how can be possibly know these 
things. And of course we con- 
tinued to assert them. Until in 
March 1967, in response to U.S. 
congressional legislation, the 
Israeli government said “we have 
an affiance, we have had contacts 
for years, of course we are going 
to scale them down.” They didnT 
tell us they have an rt wiriding 
agreement which has no time 
Emit, under winch all die other 
agreements fafl- So they are 
going to scale them down and not 
renew them when (hey don’t need 
renewing. But we are the Ears, 
we are the ones with ovedteated 
imaginations 

Lest we forget 

We do not forget, we shall not 
forget, dusts the subtitle. Lest we 
forget, we are told we most re- 
member the murder of 6 million 
Jews and indeed we must. We are 
not told we must remember die 
murder of at least another six 
million people in the Nazi war . 

We are not told that we must 
not forget the principles estab- 
lished at the N m cmb ur g trink 
and winch include the prinrip i &s 
that it is not an excuse to say the 
sec uri t y of my state was involved, 
it is not an excuse to say ***** a 
higher authority gave me an 
order and flncftie I was justi- 
fied in p erpet rat ing acts, ounes, 
«p»"«* taswffiity. We ■v j a wwh wr 
they have forgotten. 

After all, these are people who 
can send their troops into the 
West Bank against an unarmed 


human beings. Initially, televi- 
sion cameras were there and they 
didn’t want to be semi shooting 
unarmed people, so they took die 
kids round the coiner and broke 
their aims and legs. They dfchrt 
want to be seen shooting people 
so they buried them alive with 
buUdozen. Then they learnt foom 
South Africa; they came to ieam 
bom each other these two affies, 
and they shut up the televtstou 
c rews and so now they shoot 
people every day and they say 
“but it is die security of our 
state.” But we shall not forget 
We dare not forget. I want to 
make one farther point. It’s not 
mi original thought but I want to 
develop it. Today we see 
throughout die wodd as a result 
of economic crises and political 
difficulties, a rising tide of right* 
wing political influence — in 
France, in Austria, in Argentina 
and, I would say, in Britain and 
the United States fascists are on 
die march — and these people 
tell us we must never forget The 
state of Israel itself actively assists 
right-wing fasdstic governments. 
It is helping to create die very 
donate m which people can be 
murdered on a massive scale, on 
the West Bank, in South Africa 
and in Namibia where retnnrin g 
guerrilla fighters are shot down 
because they are invading their 
own country. It's their country! 
And what do our media say? 
They elevate South Africa as the 
upholders of law and order. They 
uphold Israelis as the upholders 
of law and order. Is the world 
standing on its head? Please, we 
must not forget. 

I want to tell you a story about 
Govan Mbeki, who was sent- 
enced with me. He served a bit 
longer in prison than I did, he was 
there for 24 years. He told me 
that in 1947 or 1948, he came 
across an illustrated volume on 
the liberation of the Nazi concen- 
tration camps. This black Sonth 
African who has suffered all the 
consequences of institutionalised 
racism, said he read through this 
book (an African natifmaik*, he 
is also a communist, he is a 
revolutionary fighter for freedom 
in that country). He told me 
when we met in prison that hav- 
ing seen |hose |»ctiires (tf what was 
found in the concentration 
camps, be could never be a racist, 
because that is what racism in- 
evitably leads to what was found, 
in those camps when they were 
liberated. He is also a member of 
die National Executive Commit- 
tee of the African National Con- 
gress and I would say that is one 
of the reasons why foe ANC has’ 
never been a racist organisation. 


for the import of South African 
goods into the United States 
under Israeli labels). If we talk 
about diplomatic relationships, I 
always understood that tact was 


A strategic alliance 

There is of coarse the necessity 
to talk about some of the details 
of this alliance between Israel and 
South Africa. It is called a 
strategic alliance and perhaps we 
should look at this word 
“ st r ate gic”. I suppose you have 
to contrast it with a tactical 
alliance. It is not a short term 
thing; it is not intended to over- 
come a particular shortage at a 
particular time. After what was 
called, in our press, the Yam 
Kippur War the United States 
had been slow in re-supply- 
ing the Israeli army and so 
they signed an agreement with 
South Africa. I was privy to 
inside in fo r mation — because in 
prison you meet people who get 
involved In thing s like this, lire 
the South African doable agent 
Defter Gerhard who was able to 
tell me that there were secret 
cfamscs which provided for the 
automatic re-supply of each 
others forces with anything wfakh 
was common, commonly used by 
both forces. 

So if they needed artillery 
shells from South Africa they 
could draw them automatically 
and South Africa in return. So 
there is that aspect of tactical 
need in a particular situation but 
in relation to the long term, we 
know that the agreement started 
in 1976 with the visit of the then 
Prime Minister of South Africa, 
Johannes Vorster, a man who 
had been detained in World War 
II as a fascist, a supporter of Nazi 
Germany. They signed agree- 
ments of friendship, and earning 
and lasting amity with many sec- 
ret clauses provid i ng for mflftaiy 
supplies. Cor mutual investment 

— South Africa has foreign ex- 
change controls but money goes 
to brad in large quantities. South 
African corpor a tions have in- 
vested tine heavily and South 
Africa’s Jewish community’s con- 
tributions are probably the 
second largest in the world. I 
suppose the essential feature of 
Sooth African Jewry is that it is 
white and enjoys all die privileges 
of the white Sonth African. 
That’s its significan ce, not its 
Jewishness, mid the refo re it is 
very wealthy. That money has 
gone, not amply into trade, it has 
gone into mutely trade. It has 
gone into investment in Israeli 
miiitaiy industries. South Africa 
provides the finance and the in- 
dustrial muscle far the use of 
Israeli developed technologies. 
There is tins constant interchange 
and it is two-way. 

When brad says it doesn’t 
supply weapons to South Africa, 
maybe it doesn’t any longer 
actually supply naval patrol 
boats. They are built in South I 
Africa to Israeli plans. Maybe I 
they don’t actually supply the ! 
circuit boards for the guidance of , 
mMw, but they provided the ! 
designs — or the South Africans ! 
might even have ripped them off 
from samples became I am told 
that this abo happens between 
allies. Weapons supply of every 
kind for land forces, for air forces 

— must I name the aircraft? — 
the Cheetah, the Cheetah E, the 
new Leopard that is being built 
which was originally known as the 
Lavi and had a billion hollars of 
American finance. Or do we 
name the Alpha helicopter, or do 
we name the joint aero-engine 
production which enables them to 
bypass U.S. sanctions legislation 
and the United Nations arms 
embargo? Do we have to mention 
nuclear weapons, do we have to 
mention the artillery shells which 
are nuclear tipped with their 
range of 25 or 30 miles? AD of 
tins has been done in association 
with Israel and had been well 
documented by Jane Hunter and 
Abdnl Minty and others. 

I have mentioned some of the 
economic relationships. We could 
mention the conscious sanctions- 
busting set up within brae! by 
kibbutz industries, by the Hjs- 
tadrut through Root and Israeli 
corporations inside South Africa. 
There is an interesting phe- 
nomenon: ten thousand Jews 
have left South Africa because 
they wish to get out of the frying 
■pan, very few of them have 
jumped into the fire In brad. 
They have gone to other coun- 
tries. At the same time ten 
thousand Israelis have grate to 
South Africa, many of them are 
technicians from the Israeli Air- 
craft Industries and from the 
military industries in general. 
Trade and investment; the sano- 
tions-busting through the xe- 
labdling of goods (sometimes the 
goods don’t even go to Israel, 
they simply use braeti labels, 
which enables South Africa to get 
the special treatment Israel gets 


it in a way which would be accept- 
able. But I am afraid in the case, . 
one has to say that these two 
allies lie in harmony; they say 
they do not have mititacy rela- 
tions when they do. 

At (he time of the intifada: 
South African mflitaiy officers 
were in brad. They don’t even . 
deny it, they say “well we just 
don't talk about it.” Or they wffl 
say, “weB, so what? Officers are 
always here,” and at the time of 
the massacre of people in Angola 
by South African and UNTTA 
forces, there were Israeli officers 
in Namibia, Angola and Mozam- 
bique. They say they don't oper- 
ate together, they deny they 
operate together but they are 
murdering and luffing people all 
over the worid. And of course we 
can add the whole Iran-contra 
scandal with its South African 
pilots and cargo handlers and 
Israeli handling of money. 
Wherever there is dirty work to 
be done, these two countries are 
there. 

I might mention, there is 
another aspect of South Afncan- 
Isracli relations that is in the field 
of culture and sport. I mention 
this because of foe U.N. cultural 
and sporting embargo on people 
going to South Africa. It gives aid 
and comfort to the enemies of the 
people and you will find that 
there are Iroaelis who will say that 
they don’t have cultural and 
sporting ties with South Africa. 



team is probably the biggest one 
there they say they are not South 
Africans, they are Jews. If you 
want to make lies, you can. 

Ideological justification 

But I want to come to another 
point altogether. We know afl 
these facts and we know that the 
logic of die situation is such that 
Israel and South Africa — and 
perhaps we should add Chile and 
Taiwan and a couple of others — 
are going to be involved with 
each other., We have to ask why? 
We have to ask where does tins 
racism come from, what’s it ab- 
out? After all, really we are bran 
colour-blind; to be able to dis- 
tinguish a odour and give It a 
meaning, is something we are 
taught, we have to team it some- 
where. Why are we taught it, 
what does it do? 

Well I can see in Sonth Africa, 
a system of racism written into 
the laws to the land so it’s a legal 
system; it’s a system of social 
practices, it’s a system of econo- 
mic denial and deprivation and 
it’s also an ideological justifica- 
tion fin it all. You set up the 
justification in advance. It says — 
we axe superior, they are inferior; 
we feel, they do not. We must 
have our families together be- 


cause we are superior sensitive 
things, they are migrant labourers 
who are not allowed to take their 
families with them when they 
move to the industries in the 
white cities. You see, they have 
no feelings, they leave their fami- 
lies b ehind — and it becomes a 
circular argument of self-jnstificar 
tion for this kind of brutality. 

And so we have a situation 
where a one-time minister of de- 
fence in the Israeli cabinet, Ariel 
Sharon, now the minister of trade 
and industry, can say that die 
present Israeli government has 
made a fatal error in relation to 
the intifada. The fatal error, 
according to him, fa that they 
didn't simply send in the army 
and kffl everybody and put down 
the uprising. Thai’s the fatal error 
be talks about. Now you will say 
well, why pick on one politician 
when he fa stfll in the cabinet, 
they don’t kick him out. This fa 
acceptable language, after all 
they are only Palestinian people, 
they are not Jewish Israelis. And 
if you say that they keep him in 
the cabinet because he has a 
constituency which s up ports him, 
tins fa precisely my pomt: that this 
ideology exists, and is propagated 
and supported in this country, in 
tin United States, in West Ger- 
many in South Africa. It is impor- 
tant that we do ,not forget. 

It fa importan t that we rememr 
ber, it’s even more important that 
we act and it's not good enough 
for the British government to 
send a junior foreign minister, 
William Waldegrave, to go and 
walk around the West Bank and 
say this is terrible and come back 
and report on it and for the 
British government to do no- 
thing. 

Had it been Jewish Israelis who 
were being attacked we. would 
have aircraft flying against Libya, 
perhaps we would even have pa- 
rachutists dropping into Leba- 
non. Talking is not enough. 
When I talk about taking action I 
would Hke to recall to the Ambas- 
sador of Algeria that his country 
once hosted my leader, Nelson 


Mandela. In 1961 when he visited 

that country, and was teaming 
about armed struggle, they were 
a good example of a people who 
took up anns to free themselves, 
to put an end to the injustices and 
the inhumanity of colonial 
occupation. Nelson Mandela 
went there »"4 he toured the 
ramps and was given some basic 

t raini ng himself. 

So we most remember also our 
own histories, all of us around-the 
. world. At the time when we are 
involved in armed struggles for 
freedom we uphold 'that aime d 
struggle, later we tend to get 
mw g ht up, inevitably (it is a 
process of history I suppose) in 
saying fha* maybe the. regional 
conflict should be solved peace- 
fully, maybe it causes problems to 
take up arms. 

Now I want to say to you, I 
efidn’t recite this litany of “test we 
forget” amply to say that the 
Israeli state fa a bad state, evfl. 
This seminar was called by 
CAABU, if*s fioir the advance- 
ment of Arab-British understand- 
ing. Try to say that anything tin 
Palestinians do to put an end to 
the crime against humanity, that 
the occupation of the territories 
amounts to, is justified —just as 
anything foe people of South 
Africa dp, or N amibia, tojput an. 
end to die oppression of apar- 
theid fa justified. To end tins 
political overview, I want to talk 
about another strategic aiKannp. 
between the same areas, between 
Palestine and South africa, be- 
tween the oppressed people, be- 
tween, the two liberation move- 
ments and there are some striking 
paraHds. We’ve seen in South 
Africa, some 1976, the emergence 
of a massive trade union move^ 
mem because South Africa is 
heavily industrialised. We've 
sera tiie emergence of the United 
Democratic Front We’Ve sera 
the emei g ence of an internal 
leadership involved in nonviolent 
political action and we've sera a 
continuous state of emergency. 
We’ve seen people murdered and 
imprisoned, and babies tcargas- 


Metaphors of the 
world, unite! 


By Lance Morrow 

FORTY-EIGHT intellectuals 
from around the world recently 
assembled to help celebrate the 
sesqiricratennial of Boston Uni- 
versity by trying to find a 
metaphor for the age in which we 
Eve. It was an elegant game, but 
also inadvertently right for an age 
of television and drugs, in wind] 
the world is reduced to a sound 
bite or a capsule, a quick fix of 
meaning. 

“Postmodern Age” has always 
been an empty description, and 
“Postindostrial Age” was a 
phrase about as interesting as a 
suburban tract. They are not 
metaphors anyway, but tittle 
blade flags of aftermath. An age 
that is “post” -anything is, by 
definition, confused and danger- 
ously overextended, like Wfle E. 
Coyote after he has left the car- 
toon plane of solid rode and 
freezes in thin air, then tries to 
tiptoe back along a tine of space 
before gravity notices and takes 
him down to a tittle poof! in die 
canyon far below. 

The metaphysics of die possibi- 
lities can flare and darken. The 
holocaust and other catastrophes 
of the 20th century invite the 
term post-apocalyptic. Bnl a 
world veering toward die 21st 
century sometimes has an edgy 
intuition that it is “pre-apocalyp- 
tic.” Last summer Francis 
Ftakuyama, a State Department 
planner, resolved the matter 
peacefully. He published an arti- 
cle proclaiming the “end of his- 
tory, " a result of tbe worldwide 
triumph of Western liberal demo- 
cracy. Hence this is the postiris- 
toric age, a fourth dimension in. 


which the human pageant termin- 
ates in a fuzz of meaningless 
well-being. Intellectuals some- 
times nurture a spectacular nar- 
cissism about the rignificance of 
the age they grace. • 

Is there one brilliant, compact 
image that captures the era of 
Gorbachev and the greenhouse 
effect, of global communications 
and AIDS, of mass famine and 
corporate imperialisms, of space 
exploration and the world’s seas 
awash in plastic?, The Age of 
Leisure and the Age of the Re- 
fugee coexist with the Age of 
Clones and the Age of tin: Deal. 
*11100 is fractured in the contem- 
poraneous. We inhabit not one 
age but many ages simultaneous- 
ly, from the Bronze to the Space. 
Did the Ayatullah Kh omeini five 
in the same millennium as, say, 
Los Angeles? 

The era’s label should be at 
least binary, Eke Dickens’ “the 
best of times, the worst of times," 
again no metaphor. It is a fallacy 
to think there is one theme. Like 
ati ages, it is a tune of angels and 
moping dogs — after Ralph Wal- 
do Emerson's lines: “It seems as 
if heaven bad sent its insane . 
angels into our world as to an 
asylum, and here they will break 
out in their native mnsic and utter . 
at intervals the words they, have 
heard in heaven; then the mad fit 
returns and they mope and wal- 
low like dogs.” . 

In Boston, Historian Hugh 
Thomas (Lord Thomas of Swyn-. 
nerton) said the world now is a 
“tessellated pavement without 
cement" He was quoting some-) 
thing Edmund Burke said about. 
Charles Townshend, a brilliant 
but erratic 18th century British i 


statesman. Not bad, but some- 
what mandarin. The audience 
had to remember, or look up, 
tessellation, which fa a mosaic of 
small pieces of marble, glass or 
tile. This age, thinks Lord Tho- 
mas, fa a mosaic of fragments,, 
with nothing to holcf them 
together. Is it an age of brilliant 
incoherence? Yes. It fa also an 
age of incoherent stupidity. 

One might put tbe mosaic in 
motion by thinkin g of thht as the 
age of the handheld TV channel 
changer. The electronic wori- 
dnrind (and such a thing is coming 
into being, a global mass con- 
formed by what passes through its 
billion eyes into the collective 
brain) has a short attention roan 
and dreams brief dreams. When 
history vaporises itself thfaway — 
its events streaming off instantly 
into electrons fired into space and 
then reccraburing mysteriously in 
human living rooms and minds 
around the world — then people 
face a surreal pluralism of reali- 
ties. The small world that the 
astronauts showed □$ from space 
is also, down here, a psychoticaDy 
tessellated overload of images. 
The planet reaches for the chan-, 
pel manger, a restless mind-alter- 
ing instrument Like, drugs, it 
turns human consciousness into a 
landscape that fa passive, agitated 
and insatiable — a fatal con- 
figuration. 

Historians can speak of the 
Enlightenment or tbe Baroque 
Era or La. Belle Epoque and not 
fear that they are describing de- 
velopments in only a fraction of 
the world. Now. the metaphor 
must be global. There is no figure 
of speech so powerful or acroba- 
tic that it era cover sacha d ramV - 


sed. And we’ve sera struggle 
which has not bera stopped . 

At tbe same time tiie armed 
straggle has gone on and has . 
escalated. From outside our fig- 
hters go back in and lead that 
armed straggle too. On the West 
Bank we’ve seentbe emergence 
of a mighty organisation of peo- 
ple stretching across every class, 
every social gro uping — from the 
poorest farmers rad workers and 
migrant workers to the wealthy, 
to the pfofesskmafr, to the shopv 
keepers — -in a united straggle for 
national Eberatfon. 

And this too has, in the South 
African sense, shaken the Israeli 
state to the pomt where it does 
not know what to do. Should it 
send in more troops — shouldn’t 
it send in more troops? Well, let’s 
at least -peal out the television 
cameras. That’s tike a lot of guns 
. saved became after all the UmtecT 
States might get upset. It aright 
withdraw its three trillion, dollars 
a year in aid and whatever else 
goes in covertly. Countries Eke 
the United States which have this 
direct influence are tremendously 
important. I notice that before 
the elections proposed for the 
West Bank can proceed they have 
to be argued out in the United 
States — they must have United 
States approval. It doesn’t mean 
Israel, is a simple puppet,, of 
coifrSe.it has its own agenda fob, 
but there's a mighty amount of., 
influence. 

I would Eke to see the govern- 
ment in this country. Great Bri- 
tain, my adopted country, take 
die initiative — not just words — 
against the . state of Israel, against 
the state of South Africa. That 
affiance between the people of 
Palestine and the people of South 
Africa is unshakeaMk We fight 
the same enemies, we find we use 
the same tactics, the same 
strategies, have achieved very 
simitar legitimacies throughout 
the world. To save myself the 
trouble of having to say it aQ in 
tiie various South African lan- 
guages and in English I will simp- 
ly say in Portuguese a fata con- 
tinue ...thank you. 


the worid that looks like the 
product, of a shattered mind, 
.without some immense event (an ' 
invasion by aliens perhaps) that 
overrides afl else. Michael Har- 
rington once called this the 
Accidental Century: Intellectuals 
sometimes ignore tbe role of in- 
advertence. ’The fecundity of the 
unexpected,” Proudhon said, 

“far exceeds the statesman’s pru- 
dence.” If scientists ever perform 
the alchemy of cold fusion, the 
age will have a name, and the 
future of the world will be im- 
measurably altered. 

Metaphors for the age tend to 
beemotionaland subjective, as 
poefry fa. Perspective, passion 
and experience cfcoosethe words. 
Betty Friedas, saturated with the 
history offanimsm's Long March 
and where it began, speaks of 
a mazin g freedom, as if that were 
the song of the past 20 years. 
Others are haunted by the obfi- . 
teratkm of artistic.fbnnv of moral 
values and all traditional stabili- 
ties. 

Language takes its life from 
fife, and gives it back to life as' 
myth, as ' metaphor, something 

that has acoMterttfe of ifa owil 
I n a world of h Kmfag^y 
fag change, language can no lon- 
ger fashion, its metaphors fast 
enough to stebflfce people with a ■ 
spiritual counterfife, -and so setf-_ 
knowledge may deteriorate to 
fooral bi mr. Eke the snow of 
electrons .on a television screen. 

Jii some sense the "world fa pJuiig- " 
ing’ oa without benefit of 

metaphor, a dragoons loss. The 
eyes do not have time to adjust to . • 
r OT r ibe.'daric — ^ ' _% 
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Urbanisation — prosand cons 


. By:Nur Sad ■' 

Special' to the Ionian Times 


The Housing Corporation 
(HC), which offerc loans for 
boosing projects, was set up with 
the mam aim of help ing govern- 
ment employees, bat has now 
branched out to extending help to 
private sector employees as well. 
Bat the corporation is finding it 
difficult to meet the rising de- 
mand for low-income housing, 
according to Zagha. 


AMMAN — Bad pfenning over 
the years has led to wide scatter- 
ing of urban housing in Amman 
Mid, c on sequ en tly, excessive in- 
frastructure costs. In . addition, 
there is si pronounced shortage of 
b o osin g for low-income groups. 
Despite this, Jordan is rated as a 
highly ur b a n ised country, accord- 
ing to Ffisham director 

general of the ' Urban Develop- 
ment Department (UDD). 

One' or die major factors con- 
tributing to the ' Ugh demand for 
low-income housing in urban 
areas of the Kingdom is that 70 
per cent of the total population 
live in the cities, and the annual 
growth rate in this sector is four 
per cent, .Z agha explained. 

“The low-income group has 
little choke but to live in over- 
crowded conditions as a result of 
a combination of factors,” i 

said in an interview with the 
Jordan Times. These factors, be 
said, include shortcomings in the 
existing infrastructure and zoning 
policies, high land prices, res- 
tricted building regulations and 
inadequate access to financial in- 
stitutions which extend assistance 
to housing projects. 


Not attractive enough 


Another problem is that the 
hooting provided by the corpora- 
tion is not attractive enough to 
many middle-income citizens and 
many such housing units are un- 
occupied, but remain beyond the 
reach of the low-income group, 
he pointed out. 

The government is also ex- 
erting efforts to dear squatter 
areas and resettle residents in 
planned communities. According 
. to Zagha the government sought 
to regularise existing lease and 
zoning situations for squatter set- 
tlements. Municipalities and pub- 
lic utilities also made efforts to 
catch up with service deficiencies, 
“but all in vain, for these efforts 
wens uncoordinated and costly," . 
Zagha said. 


In 1980, the UDD was estab- 
lished with the aim of im- 
plementing an organised 
approach to upgrade slum and 
squatter settlements and service 
projects for low-income Jorda- 
nians. The first UDD project and 
the most successful, acc o ix hn g to 
Zagha, aimed at providing shelter 
and community futilities and im- 
proving productivity of the urban 
poor through provision of loans 
to small enterprises and vocation- 
al and commercial training. 

“We also aimed at increasing 
female participation in the labour 
force through the provision of 
specialised and female training 
facilities,*’ through vocational 
training centres. That involved 
providing women with three- 
month diploma courses in typing, 
dress making, knitting and flower 
arrangements. Coupled with ac- 
cess to financing tor small-scale 
projects, the skills should enable 
the graduates of these courses to 
increase their income, according 
to Zagha. 

The target of the first UDD 
project, which was laoncbed in 
1981 and was completed in 1985, 
was the low-income families in 
the Greater Amman area such as 
A1 Wahdat, Jofeh, Wadi A1 
Rimam, Nuzha and Wadi-Had- 


dadeh. 

The financing — JD 21 million 
— came from the private and 
public sectors and the Housing 
Bank , . which contributed 28 per 
cent of the cost. 


Housing Bank figures say that 
the h ank has invested a total of 
JD 782 milli on in various projects 
in the Kingdom, obviously, not in 
low-income housing. 

The World Bank also lends a 
helping hand to find solutions to 
the problems created by rapid 
urbanisation in Jordan. “It also 
carries out economic and urban 
work based on studies as well as 
helping to raise primary urban 
services, including water and sew- 
age projects,” Zagha said. The 
world Bank contribution was im- 
proved physical and urban plan- 
ning in Amm an and other urban 
centres, according to Zagha. 


dements. It found that 95 per 
cent of the households were con- 
nected with water and sewerage 
systems. ‘The project benefited 
those families who lived in over- 
crowded atmospheres," Zagha 
said. ‘They are now able to 
expand both horizontally and ver- 
tically.'* 

According to the survey, infant 
and child mortality rates reg- 
istered dramatic declines after the 
UDD project was implemented 
and awareness of the need for 
household hygiene had also in- 
creased. 1 (For example, in 1981 
only 17 per cent of the house- 
holds used soap, but after the 
project about 60 per cent started 
using soap. As a result, Zagha 
says: “there is notable decrease in 
intestinal parasites which were 
detected among children and in- 
fants." 


portance of immunisation, Zagha 
said. According to the survey, 
household incomes rose from JD 
80 per month in 1981 to JD 120 
per month in 1985. Indirectly, the 
UDD provides the beneficiaries 
with jobs by budding shopping 
areas and several centres for 
them to work in. The resulting 
increase in salaries help the be- 
neficiaries to support the house- 
hold in a better way, according to 
Zagha. 


gartens, emergency centres, play 
grounds and women training cen- 
tres,” he said. Job creation was 
limited, for the project did not 
involve trying to fold work nor 
developing markets for the 
graduates, he added. 


However, Zagha noted, five 
times as many females as males 
who bead households had an in- 
come of below JD 50 per month. 


According to Zagha, the 
second project involved upgrad- 
ing of two sites and developing 
four new sites. The sites were 
situated in East Amm an “benefit- 
ing 30,000 people with 3,500 
housing units.” The project was 
started in 1986. 


Squatter areas in Amman were 
upgraded in the first UDD pro- 
ject, Zagha said. “It accommo- 
dated some 1,500 famili es and 
created three new sites, and it 
also services housing schemes for 
another 5,000 families,” he said. 

A survey was conducted after 
the project was completed to 
assess the population and health 
characteristics of the squatter set- 


10% of women in workforce 


The survey also noted that 71 
per cent of the infants were im- 
munised against major killer dis- 
eases. Eighty nine per cent had 
immunisation against polio and 
57 per cent against measles. 
These are considerably high fi- 
gures in comparison to 1981 when 
die parents overlooked the im- 


Education for young women 
were nearly as good as for young 
men. Eighty five per cent of gills 
and 90 per cent of boys finished 
primary school. Unfortunately, 
Zagha added, only 10 per cent of 
-the economically active popula- 
tion is female. Less than half of 
the beneficiaries expressed dis- 
satisfaction with the room sizes 
and height of houses offered by 
the UDD, according to Zagha. 
The UDD second project, there- 
fore, aimed at a wider range of 
plot sizes with a maximum area of 
300 square metres. “Commercial 
and community facilities and cen- 
tres were built, including kznder- 


Recentiy, the UDD moved 
from the Greater Amman area to 
national projects, Zagha said. 
The first project outside the 
capital was started in Aqaba in 
1988, is expected to help over 
45,000 people. According to 
Zagha, the JD 32 million project 
should be completed by 1992. 

“Plans were drawn to develop 
the Irbid area, but the UDD 
directors deckled to shelve them 
because the Housing Corporation 
also had plans along the same 
lines,” Zagha said. “A merger of 
the HC and UDD plans are being 
discussed,” he said. In the mean- 
time, projects are being delayed 
in the area. “Irbid is in need of 
such projects..." Zagha said. 


UDD plans do not include re- 
fugee camps which are cared for 
by the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA). “We 
aim for the privately-owned but 
squatted lands," Zagha said. 

At the same time, the corpora- 
tion cannot cater for “families 
with the lowest 10 per cent in- 
come in the scale," Zagha said. 
“Simply, they will not be able to 
afford the housing since their 
average monthly income will be 
around JD 25,” he pointed out. 

Several families living in UDD 
projects in Qweismeh were inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times. One 
member of a household said: 
“The costs are far too expensive 
and our salary does not help us 
too much.” 


One mother said: T am not too 
satisfied with the spacing, the 
kitchen is too small, our heads 
almost touch the ceiling, and, 
most importantly a family of ab- 
out four or five barely have room 
to breath." 

Another family agreed and 
added: “The majority of the peo- 
ple are cramped in the house- 
holds. There are doctors but we 
lack hospitals in our area and 
other important facilities as 
well.” 


A Human photographer 
in an inhuman age 


Roland Grofi 

(IN-PRESS) 


JAPAN must have comforted 
him. With his photograph of two 
Shinto priests walking along a 
snow-covered Japanese garden, 
he conveyed to postwar Europe a 
pictorial portrayal of the country 
of the red sun as a concentrated 
unity for the first time. The legen- 
dary anthology of pictures by 
Swiss press photographer, Wer- 
ner Bischof, was published in 
1954. In May of the same year, he 
met with a fatal accident w hilst on 
a feature assign mwit for the “Mag- 
num” photo agency in the Andes. 
He was just 38 yean old. 

Via the daily honor of assign- 
ments, Bischof stopped off m 
Japan for a year in 1951/52. He 
had photographed hunger and 
misery in India for “Life" maga- 
zine, war and refugee distress in 
Korea. “God dwells where It is 
pure,” this highly sensitive obser- 
ver of reality is reported to have 
once said. Japan in the early 
1950s complied with his lifelong, 
in the final analysis, tragic search 
for a benevolent world free from 
conflict — and not just what 
concerns Bischofs well-de- 
veloped sense of the formal, the 
compositional. For him, man was 
constantly what counts — a being 
to be respected and preserved. 
Unlike Robert Capa or David 
Douglas Duncan, he photo- 
graphed the effects of war and 
destruction in their concrete, hu- 
man dimension. 


There are no acts of war or 
front-line scenes to be seen in the 
exhibition of over 100 photos in 
the forum of the Kunsthalle in 
Cologne. Marc Bischof, who has 
already made a documentary film 
about his father (“Unterwegs’V 
1987) put the retrospective 
together. An extensive mono- 
graph of Bischofs works, based 
cm tile huge archives, diaries, 
letters and drawings of one of the 
undoubtedly most famous of all 
Swiss photographers, is to follow 
next year. 

Tune and again, it is first and 
-foremost children in the back- 
ground to world-political 
tragedies which people see when 
looking at the photographs: in 
Bischofs opinion, the unspoilt 
potential of. this earth, so . to 
' speak. The boy playing foe Bute 
in Lima (1954), a tear-stained 
child’s face in a Hungarian 
orphanage (1947) or the emaci- 
ated Inchan woman with a child in 
her aims, a photo wtrich has 
become a Pieta of foe Third 
World; all this offers evidence of 
profound humanity and moral 
commitment. EEs own demands 
clashed more and more with his 
cheats — American and Euro- 
pean magazines such as “Picture 
Prist”, “Paris Match”. “Life", 
“Fortune" and “Epoca”. From 
Hanoi in June 1952, he wrote to 
his wife RoseQina — who, for 
many years, managed the Zurich 
Office of the “Magnum" photo- 
graphic agency, founded by Hen- 
ri Cartier-Bresson in Paris in 1947 


— that his decision “to end his 


career as a reporter was being 
further reinforced." 


This photographer, who was 
first encouraged by Arnold Kub- 
ler — editor-in-chief of foe Swiss 
picture magazine “DU” — to 
become a press photographer as 
late as 1943, coincides in no way 
with foe usual concept of a shirt- 
sleeved, self-taught, breakneck 
reporter. Something which is an 
exception is this photographic 
profession: between the years 
1932 and 1936, Bischof received 
his photographic training at the 
Zurich School of Arts and Crafts 
under Hans Rosier — who had 
been very much influenced by the 
Bauhaus School. The purely for- 
mal, highly aesthetic photo-mon- 
tages, plant-photo programmes, 
women's portraits mid publicity 
photos, such as for the Worth 
fashion bouse, around 1940, re- 
veal a little known Werner Bis- 
cbof whose personal style and 
technical expertise had their ori- 
gins here. The path from un- 
harmed Switzerland to bleeding 
Europe can be retraced in numer- 
ous, partly famous photographs 
after 1945 — as a shock for the 
beholders. In a United Nations 
re-education camp for North Ko- 
rean communists, Bischof photo- 
graphed a six-year-old (!) POW 
m 1952. In foe same camp one 
sees' the American Statue of 
Liberty in wood. Here, from 
Koje-do, Bischof wrote: “The 
world seems even crazier since I 
have been in this camp.” 


WHO: Polio immuni sation 
reaches two-thirds mark 


THE WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANISATION (WHO) has 
announced that, for the first time 
in history, immunisation cover- 
age for foe world has reached foe 
two- thirds mark (67%) for a third 
dose of polio vaccine for children 
reaching their first year of life. 

Other good news is contained 
in the global immunis ation fi- 


gures released by WHO’s Ex- 


panded Programme on Im- 
munisation (EPI): third dose 
coverage for diphtheria, pertussis 


and tetanus (DPT) stands at 66 
oer cent coverage for the vaccine 


per cent coverage for the vaccine 
used against tuberculosis (BCG) 
has reached 71 per cent; and 
measles vacrinc coverage is 61 
per cent 


There is, however, also bad 
news. Coverage of pregnant 
women with a second dose of 
tetanus toxoid still only stands ax 
25 per cent 

But Dr. Ralph H. Henderson, 
Director of the EPI, was optimis- 
tic. “This is a terrific accomplish- 
ment”, he said. “We are on the 
threshold of reahsing our dream 
of reaching at least 80 per cent 
coverage of the world's children 
with all of these EPI vaccines by 
the end of next year." PANGS. 



Soviet UFO 


sightings linked 
to religious 
belief, escapism 


By David Ljunggren 

Reuters 


Warner Bischof: Famine in Madras. Tinfia T 1950. Photo; Rheinisches BSdarchiv, Cologne 


VORONEZH, Soviet Union — 
A rash of UFO sightings in foe 
Soviet Union has much more to 
do with religious belief, escapism 
and a newspaper circulation war 
than with visitors from other 
planets. 

For foe past week, Soviet 
newspapers have entertained foe 
public with stories about contacts 
with aliens in spaceships, concen- 
trating on an alleged landing in 
September by a UFO (unidenti- 
fied flying object) in this central 
Russian city. 

The phenomenon is not new — 
foe press had earlier carried stor- 
ies of extra-terrestrial activity — 
but public interest is keen despite 
foe fact that no evidence has 
emerged to back up the stories 
other than foe statements of a few 
children. 

“Much of it has to do with the 
tremendous upsurge in religion 
over the past few years. Russians 
are by nature deeply religious 
people and are now desperately 
looking for something to believe 
in” said one Western diplomat in 
Moscow. 

Religious belief was heavily 
discouraged during foe rule of 
Josef Stalin and only really 
started to recover after Mikhail 
Gorbachev came to power and 
encouraged more freedom of 
thought. 

“I believe foe spaceship was a 
message from Jesus. He was tell- 
ing us we have to be as innocent 
as children, which is why only foe 
young saw foe space ship land,” 
said Alexander Mosolov, a mem- 
ber of foe local team investigating 
foe Voronezh incident. 

The popularity of UFO stories 
has been matched by foe rise to 


fame of television faith healers 
such as Anatoly Kashpirovsky 
and Alan Chumak, both of whom 
regularly draw huge audiences to 
their shows. 

“Don’t forget that in many 
ways this is a middle ages culture. 
People are god-fearing, gullible 
and very, very superstitious. 
There has always been a belief in 
foe occult here.” said a Soviet 
acadeinic. 


Some analysts say Gorbachev’s 
policy of glasnost, or openness in 
foe press, has provided particu- 
larly fertile ground for stories of 
visits from other planets. 

The policy has encouraged foe 
press to discuss many previously 
taboo subjects, such as Stalin’s 
reign of terror in foe 1930s. 

“The trouble is that they’re 
running out of fascinating revela- 
tions from the past. People know 
that Stalin was a bad man. but 
even Lenin had his problems. 
They need new sensational dis- 
coveries and UFOs fit the bill 
perfectly,” one diplomat said. 

The rush for exclusive stories 
has also resulted in a circulation 
war using tactics which would 
impress even the hardest of West- 
ern popular press editors. 

In August, Moscow's Vecher-; 
nyaya Moskva daily said Chumak- 
would bless the subscription! 
coupon in its September 1 issue,: 
guaranteeing a happy life and 
other wonderful benefits to those 
who subscribed using the coupon. 

Anxious readers mobbed the: 
capital’s newspaper sellers, and 
on foe black market copies of the 
issue fetched up to 20 times their 
face value. 

The chaotic state of the na- 
tion's economy has encouraged 
many Soviet citizens to revel in 
stories of UFO visits. 
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Take away service 
available 


Open Dafly 12.3Q-3.30 pm 
7.30 -T1.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


[Between 
ll st.S 2 nd. 
fclreJ* 

/Mbai Amman 
Tet:654205 
.Open For 


LUNCH ft DINNER 
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Wall Street storms make 


Arab investors think twice 


Hindi advises Arab banks 
to form major blocs in EC 


ABU DHABI (R) — Some Arab banks could go out 
of business unless they forge a joint strategy to 
survive in the European Community’s (EC’s) post- 
1992 single market, a senior Arab banker has said. 


“We have to realise that with- 
out a joint strategy we will find 
Ourselves on the sidelines,” said 
Ad nan A1 Hindi, secretary- 
general of the Beirut-based Arab 
.Bankers Union (ABU). 

Hindi, whose union groups 275 
•banks in the Arab World, told 
Reuters in an interview the single 
EC market would demand large 
banking units and urged the 
generally small Arab banks to 
merge into bigger groups. 

“This should prompt Arab 
banks in the EC to take practical 
measures, especially mergers, 
otherwise we will bear much ab- 
out bankruptcies and withdraw- 
als,*' be said. 

“We are talking about banking 
blocs. I see no hope for the 
survival of die smallest against 
the biggest," be said. 

Hindi said Arab banks in the 


EC also failed to attract custom- 
ers from their own countries. 
“The mistake of Arab banks 
abroad is that their services do 
not compete with those of foreign 
banks.” 

He estimated that deposits of 
Arab governments in Arab banks 
abroad were less tha n fou r per 
cent of such deposits with other 
foreign banks. 

He said the EC was putting 
Arab banks under pressure by 
riawang Arab states, except Saudi 
Arabia, in higher credit risk cate- 
gories. 

Some Arab banks were also 
finding it difficult to meet an 
internationally-agreed eight per 
cent lew! for banks’ capital ade- 
quacy ratios, the relationship be- 
tween shareholder capital and 
bank assets, he added. 

Gulf investors have always 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday October 19, 1989 
Central Bad official rates 


US. dollar 
Pound Steiflng 
Deutschemarfc 
Swiss franc 


Bar Scfi French franc 99.6 100.6 

62? n 633 0 Japmoe sen (far 100) 443.1 447.5 

no a oil o arwecuso crown y/.4 

3KQ T«9 « Itafian bn (for 100) 46.0 4&5 

3898 Bdgiaci franc (for 10) 156.9 158J 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 

Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 

previous week: 




Oct. 14-18 

Oct. 7-11 

Daily average 

JD 1,672,437 

JD 1,991,457 

.Total volume 

JD 8362,187 

JD 9357385 

Total shares 

5386375 

4,627,784 

No. of contracts 

4,794 

5315 


Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 

JD 5340303 

JD 7387,167 


(62.7%) 

(743%) 

Financial 

JD 1,681,780 

JD 1,098336 


(20.1%) 

(11.0) 

Service 

(163%) 

(133%) 

Insurance 

(1.0%) 

(13%) 

Share price index 

130.6 

130.9 

No. of companies 

60 

57 

| Price movement (rise) 26 

32 

(decline) 

28 

17 

(stable) 

6 

8 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. (foliar 


One ounce of gold 


1.5915/25 

U.S. doOaxs 

1.1737/47 

Canadian dollar 

1.8455/62 

Deutschemarks 

2.0843/50 

Dutch guilders 

1.6175/85 

Swiss francs 

38.80/83 

Belgian francs 

63700/50 

French francs 

1359/1360 

Italian fire 

141.75/85 

Japanese yen 

6.4175/4225 

Swedish crowns 

6.9000/50 

Norwegian crowns 

7. 1950/2000 

Danish crowns 

36635/366.95 

VS. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 


SYDNEY — A stronger dose on Wall Street lifted share prices in 
subdued trading. Tbs All Ordinaries index dosed 17.9 up at 
1,673.8. 

TOKYO — The market ended the week on a high note, buoyed 
by Wall Street. The Nikkei rose 112.16 points to dose at 
35,48638. 

HONG KONG — Prices rose sharply on Wall Street gains and 
news signalling a positive turn in Sino-British relations. The Hang 
Seng index’s soared 4038 points to 2,703.95. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed with pared gains on 
profit-taking in moderate trade. The Straits Tones industrial 
index rose 8.48 to 1,345.60. 


BOMBAY — Share prices moved erratically and ended mixed, 
with gaining stocks rising sharply on heavy institutional buying for 
the third day running. 

FRANKFURT — German share prices closed marginally lower in 
relatively thin trade. The DAX 30-share real time indue ended 
down 2.39 points at 1324.21. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed slightly lower in slow trade. The 
aQ-share performance index closed 2.9 points lower at 1,148.9. 
PARIS — French share prices ended lower in moderate trading. 
The CAC-40 index ended 037 per cent lower after opening up 
0.47 per cent. 

LONDON — Share prices were mostly lower in quiet late trading. 
At 1522 GMT the FTSE index was 12.4 points down at 2,176.9. 

NEW YORK — U.S. stock prices were weak at midsession, but 
blue chips managed to regain some ground. The Dow was down 
about eight to 2675. 


looked beyond their desert conn- 
tries to fertile fields abroad. 

But the second Wall Street 
shakeout in two years which 
shook major stock markets in the 
past week has them think some of 
their wealth may be safer in their 
own emerging markets, local 
analysts and brokers say. 

Last Friday's Wan Street slump 
caused hardly a ripple in the 
young markets of the Gulf Arab 
states and, if overseas volatility 
became a long-term problem, 
new investors could stay at borne, 
and old investors could repatriate 
more capital. 

Established Gulf investors de- 
ploy an estimated $300 to $400 
hfffion overseas. Perhaps over 
$100 tnllton of tins is in stocks at 
any one time. 

A Saadi stock analyst said 
these investors take a long-term 
view and, although the latest 
Wall Street slump had rattled 
them, they were unlikely' to 
withdraw money immediately. 

“But... if the decline con- 
tinues, tbeu perhaps in the long- 
run it will have a positive impact 
on the interest of local investors 
in their own markets,” be said. 

Others believe the effect could 
be more immediate. 

“After tins new shock, part of 
the Gulf private sector’s funds is 
expected to return home,” said 
Abdul Malik A1 Hamar, United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) central 
bank governor. 

Jasem AT Sadoun of Kuwait Ai 
Shall economic consultants pre- 
dicted the fall would have a mild- 
ly positive effect as some inves- 
tors brought funds back over the 
next few weeks. 

A gro w in g number of smaller 
investors are more easily fright- 
ened. 

“The world stock c rises a te 
having a strong psychological 
effect on thqse investors as they 
have no experience. I think they 
will prefer to keep their funds 
here,” said UAE broker and 
chairman of Emirates Commer- 


cial Centre Ali Yassin. 

Gulf economists believe that as 
long as volatility on industrialised 
countries* markets (foes not cause 
drastic recession in their real eco- 
nomies, the industrial world de- 
mand for ofl will continue. 

As a result. Gulf oil revenues, 
estimated at over 30 per cent 
higher than a year ago, win con- 
tinue to rise, the local econo- 
mies will resume growth and focal 
company stocks will be insulated 
from the cold winds of Wall 
Street, the economists said. 

Brokers in Bahrain said the 
Wall Street gyrations had no 
effect on their trade while 
Hashem Sabbagh, chairman of 
Oman’s new Muscat Securities 
Market, said his market was 
healthy. 

The upturn in the local econo- 
mies and the beginning of over- 
seas market turbulence with the 
1987 stocks crash coincided with, 
and then stimulated, moves by 
the six Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GOC) states to develop their 
local markets. 

Analysts have estimated Gulf 
investors lost around $25 billion 
in the 1987 crash. 


Kuwait, Oman, and Bahrain 
now have official stock trading 
floors while Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE, and Qatar are all consider- 
ing opening them. 

The GCC last December 
agreed in principle that all GCC 
citizens could buy and sell in any. 
other GCC market. But brokers 
say allowing in foreign investors 
is still a long way off. 

No one expects regional mar- 
kets to ever take the place of the 
big overseas stockmarkets, but 
analysts say there is stfl] much 
more potential and a great need 
for expansion. 

“Before we talk about repatria- 
tion of funds, we have to find 
outlets for the excess liquidity in 
the Gulf,” said Haul Dabbas, 
head of share Healing at the 
National Bant of Abu Dhabi. 


Algeria names new 
central bank governor 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian President ChadH Benjedid has named a 
new governor Cor the central bank to pursue l e f o mis aimed at 
boosting its role in the eco n omy. 

Hadj Nasser, a former director of monetary policy at the 
presidency, replaced Badretfine Nouioua Thursday, the news agency 
APS reported. Nouioua served for four yean. 

It qocked Nasser as rayii^ his prioifties would be to fight inflatiou, 
“reunify” the dinar and improve Algeria’s standing in international 
financial markets. 

The Algerian dinar trades oo the black market at about a fifth of its 
official value. The central bank has been gradually devaluing the 
o ffic i al rate, fixed daily against die dollar. 

Economic reforms this year have given the central bank and 
c ommer cial banks greater autonomy and a greater role in financing 
development, traditionally the task of the treasury. 

In June, commercial banks created for the first time an interbank 
deposit market with interest rates set freely by the banks. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 
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“I’m all out of blush. Call me up at 
work every 1 5 minutes or so and 
tell me something embarrassing.” 


Uh s cra m M a these lour kanfatea. 
one Mar to each square, to form 
fcurcrcSnay wofos. 


THAT SCRAMBLE) WORD QAME 
9 by Ham Arnold and Bob Lae 
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ESiSID 


IT'S NO "FEAT* 
TO PO THIS, 


1 / %] Now arrange the circled letters to 

ill 1 form the surprise answer, as sug- 

IS. Ji grated by the above cartoon. 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: ASSAY 


(Answers tomorrow) 
LUNGE HINDS SPSDY 


Answer RhSi food, fito destiny, can do this— 
SHAPEOUH ENDS 


Government 
pools views 
on Jordan f s 
economic 
strategies 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
has endorsed a recommendation 
for bolding joint periodic meet- 
ings between representatives 
from both the public and private 
sectors in the Kingdom in order 
to highlight the private sector’s 
role in the comprehensive nation- 
al development. 

According to the Prime Minis- 
ter’s decision, the periodic meet- 
ings at flic highest level will initi- 
ate open dialogue and exchange 
views on issues of interest- to the 
country. 

During a pre pa ra tory meeting 
held Thursday at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade under the 
riiarrmandiip of Minister Zaid 
Trmab , there was an exchange of 
views on the best methods to be 
followed during these periodic 
meetings. 

The meeting was attended by 
the Ministry 3 * Secretary-General 
Mohammad Al Saqqaf and presi- 
dents and members of tire boards 
of the Federation erf Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce and Am- 
man Chamber of Industry. 

The participants agreed to hold 
a meeting every four months for 
members of the financial, econo- 
mic and planning committee and 
representatives of the private sec- 
tor in Jordan. 

During such meetings, partici- 
pants will discuss the government 
policies and various economic 
pro gra mmes.. 


SSC obtains 
high marks 
for services, 
investment 
achievements 


AMMAN (Petra) — Labour 
Minister Jamal Bdour Thursday 
said that a total of 534,000 per- 
sons working at 7,000 institutions 
were now covered by the Social 
Security Corporation’s (SSCs) 
umbrella. 

Addressing a celebration to 
mark the 11th anniversary of the 
SSC, Bdour said the corporation 
had been given pension salaries, 
compensations and treatment 
fees worth JD 5 million since its 
establishment and that it was 
paying JD 1.5 million every 
month to beneficiaries. 

He noted that almost 160,000 
persons have so far benefited 
bom the services offered under 
the SSC law. 

Bdour pointed out that SSC 
investments which have risen 
from JD 12 million in 1980 to 
almost JD 297 million by the year 
1989 were spread among various 
investment projects. 

On SSC objectives, Bdour said 
that the corporation seeks to en- 
sure a decent life for citizens and 
to shield them from old age 
hazards in addition to protecting 
them from work injuries, Alnes- 
ses, low income and forcible un- 
employment. 

The establishment of the SSC, 
noted Bdour, was demonstrative 
of Jordan's appreciation to the 
great role and contributions made 
by the Jordanian workers towards 
their Kingdom’s economic and 
soda! development- 


innafr to head team for Tunis talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in the Arab Eamanric 
and Social Council meetings due to be held in Trnis Tuesday. 
Repres enting Jordan in the two-day meeting* will be an. official 
delegation headed by Industry and Trade Minis ter Zaad Innab. 


Jazzar praises Jordan’s endeavours 


AMMAN (Petra) — Council of Arab Economic Unity’s (CAElTs) 
Assistant Secretary-General Mahmoud Khalil Al Jazzar Thursday 
paid tribute to Jordan for its continuous pan- Arab economic 
support and noted in particular rite full support IBs Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan provide to 
the CAEU’s resolutions. In a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Jazzar said he was optimistic that ri te pa n-Arab 
institutions would be able to play their ro le Jin forging and 
cementing inter-Arab relations despite the difficult situations 
faring the pan-Arab economic task, as a result of rite world 
economic recession, the reversal of cash flows and the increasing 
Arab indebtedness. He called on such institutions to contribute 
towards solving these problems and c ap i f a b lftrag on their broad 
experiences in the economic field. Jazzar, who has recently taken 
up his new post at rite CAEU, voiced trope that Arab countries 
play a major role in reviving Arab institutions, in implementation 
of the recommendations and calls made by Arab leaders during 
their -latest Arab su mm it. 


U.S. House passes $842m aid bill 


WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. House of Representatives has 
overwhelmingly approved a Democratic plan for $842 million in 
U.S. aid to be spread over three years to help Poland and Hungary 
move towards democracy. The House sent the bill to the Seriate, 
where approval of a similar measure was expected this week. The 
bill includes $200 million to stabilise the Polish economy, $125 
millio n in food rod for Poland and $200 milli on in loans to spur 
private business in Poland and Hungary. The aid, nearly twice the 
$455 minio n proposed by President George Bnsh, was proposed 
Oct. 3 by Democratic leaders who accused Bush of doing too little 
to aid democratic reforms in the two countries. Bnsh has not fought 
the bill, even though be has said the money level was too high, and 
House Republicans overwhelmingly joined in approving ft. 


British inflation rate hits 7.6% 


LONDON (R) — Retail prices in Britain rose by their highest 
amount for five months in September, taking the ammal inflation 
rate to 7.6 per cent and in terrup ting a p revious slowdown in price 
rises. The governnmt said the 0.7per cent rise in the retail price 
index for September was the highest monthly increase since 
April’s 1.8 per cent. Forecasters had expected, a 0.4 per cent rise 
to keep inflation level at its August rate of 73 per cent. 


USSR buys Turkish tea 


Syria plans 
big increase 
in recurrent 


in 

fi 





next year 


ANKARA (R) — The Soviet Union whose 1986 Chernobyl 
imrbja r power plant blast affected Tinkey*s Black Sea tea- 
growing area, has become a majormarket far Tnrkish dry tea, tea 
officials said. “We will sell the Soviet Union 25,000 tonnes of tea 
this year and plan to sell them even more next year,” Sureyya 
Turgot, the Turkish Tea Board’s deputy director-general, told 
Reuters. The 25,000 tonnes destined for the So>fet Umon after nfl , 
exports in 1968 . represent just oyer one-sixth' of I^dzy’i 
Mrimatwl total dry tea production of 143,000 tonnes tins year, 
down from 165,000 in 1988 and 157,000 fee p revious year. Tea 
Board officials said total 1989 exports, inducting 3,000 tonnes to 
Britain, were Hkdy to be 32,000 tomes, up sharply from 183 . 
tonnes in 1988 and 177 tonnes the previous year. “The rise in 
exports to the Soviet Union is doe in part to glasnost, winch has 
led to greater domestic Soviet demand for tea,” he said. 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian gov- 
eminent spending is set to 
crease to 57 tiSkn Syrian pounds 
($5.08 bfflkra) this yea r, accord- 
ing to a balanced budget p re- 
to partiament Thursday by 
. Finance Minister Khaled 
Mahaym. - • • 

Revenues were also expected 
to reach 57 billion pounds, 
Mahaym said. 

Tatf year’s budget forecast a 
sft pjhw balance of revenue and 
expenditure at 51.5 billion 
pounds .. ($4.59 billion). Actual 
expenditure and revenues were 
not available. 

The increases are mainly be- 
cause of pay rises and take 
account of a reduced harvest. The 
budget does not call for any new 
overseas borrowing. 

Investment spending was ex- 
pected to drop to 21.6 tnUkm 
pounds ($1.92 billion) from 21.9 
bfllion pounds ($1.95 billion) 
planned in 1968. 

Recurrent spending, indn dmg 
government salaries, administra- 
tive costs and debt servicing, was 
put at 35.4 bSfion pounds ($3.16 
billion) compared with 29.7 tril- 
lion pounds ($2.64 trilfion) for 
1988. 

No breakdown was given. The 
armed forces have taken the 
tfon’s share of previous budgets. 

• Finance sources said the rise- 
went mostly to a 25 per cent sa- 
lary increase for all government 
employees, the army and police 
winch cost the government 
around 53 tafliem pounds ($490 
zmlfion). 

Mahaym said the budget 
strategy was based on develop- 
ment of focal reso u rces to boost 
revenue and rationalisation in 
both ament and investment ex- 
penditure. 

Diplomats said that after a 
bumper harvest of three millio n 
tonnes of wheat in 1988 this 
1 year’s crop has fallen more than 
50 per cent. 

Chi production was estimated 
at 350,000 barrels per day. ,11 
dropped to 280,000 bands per 
■ day as a result of damage - to one 
of the oilfields dpe to overpro- 
duction but regained previous 
levels when new fields in central 
Syria came on stream. 

The draft budget has to be 
ratified by parliament before 
President Hafez AI Assad issues 
it in a presidential decree. 
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Lawson defends unpopular policy 


LONDON (R) — Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Nigel Lawson, 
sharply criticised for using high 
interest rates to choke inflation, 
defended his strategy Thursday as 
the only way to cure Britain’s 
economic ills. 

“The key to operating a sound 
monetary policy is to take correct 
and timely derisions on interest 
rates,” Lawson told a formal ban- 


quet for bankers given by the 


Mayor at London’s Man- 
sion House. 

Lawson’s unpopular derision 
this month to raise interest rates 
by one percentage point to an 
eight-year high of 15 per cent bmt 
home owners by forcing up mort- 
gage rates and pinched small 
businessmen running their enter- 


prises oo big loans. 

In a speech traditionally used 
by chancellors to unveil policy 
changes, Lawson set out his sing- 
le-minded commitment to hig h 
interest rates and warned of bleak 
times ahead as he tried to wring 
inflation from the economy. 

"We cannot allow the neces- 
sary rigour of monetary policy to 
be undermined by exchange rate 
weakness. This means that in- 
terest rates will have to remain 
high for some time to crane,” the 
chancellor said. 

Critics have urged Lawson to 
return to the use of rigid money 
supply targets to control infla- 
■ tion, or to go back to consumer 
credit controls which were widely 
used in the 1970s. 


He ruled out both and said of 
credit controls: “Any attempt to 
impose restrictions on U.K. lend- 
ing institutions would very soon 
be as full of holes as a colander.” 
But Lawson was given a grim 
reminder of his old enemy infla- . 
tion Thursday with new da ta 
showing a sharp rise in wages and 
record borrowing in September. - 
Almost unprecedented growth 
for eight years in the British 
economy culminated in an unsus- 
tainable growth spurt last year 
and in 1987, Lawson said of a 
decade of Conservative rule. 

Lawson said the EMS should 
be market-based. 

“There ft a very real danger 
that any attempt to take any 
other route will end in tears,” 
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Inter-Korea talks 
make breakthrough 




R2B 


PANMUNJOM, Korea (AP) — 
Sports officials from South and 
North Korea Friday made a 
breakthrough in talk* on forming 
a angle team for next year’s 
Asian games by agreeing on a 
joint flag, and made progress in 
procedures for picking atfiW« 

Officials from, both sides 
praised the progress made at the 
talks, the first since March, -bat 
said many obstacles remain be- 
fore a final agreement can be 
reached. The two Roreas have 
begun to make some p rogress in 
recent talks on bettering relations 
after months of stalemate. 

“There was a considerable 
progress on the flag and others, 
including the selection ofathktes 
for the joint team,” North Ko- 
rean chief delegate Kim Hyung 
Jin said after the four-hour meet- 
ing at the Panmunjom truce ate. 


Kim voiced op timism about 
formation of a joint team, saying, 
“We will do our best to form the 
first single team in .our history 
and we in turn expectfoe south to 
do so also.” 

Hb South Korean counterpart, 
Chang Chung-Sflt, also reported 
progress, hot said the talts still 
must solve knotty issues such as a 
name for the proposed single 
team. 

"The northern side was rather 
active and straightforward and 
there was some progress. But I 
would not say the prospect is 100 
per cent bright,” Chang said after 
the meeting. 

Friday’s sports talks were 
businesslike, with both sides 
avoiding political exchanges. Re-' 
cent talks on other issues have 
been marked by acrimonious 
political debate. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
TritUH Mauls Sanrtcn. hie. 


I IS FOR INFERENCE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*14 
K 8 

0 K 9 7 6 5 

* A K 3 2 

WEST EAST 

♦ J 9 7 5 * Q83 

9 Q 3 2 91 10 976 

0 Void 0 Q 8 3 2 

* J 10 9 7 5 4 * Q 

SOUTH 

* A 19 6 2 
9 A 5 4 

0 A J 10 4 

* 86 

The bidding: 


Sooth 

West 

North 

East 

1 0 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 4 

Pan 

5 NT 

Pass 

6 4 

Pass 

6 0 

Pan 

Pan 

Pass 




Opening lead: Jack of * 

This week, we will concentrate on 
gleaning dues from the bidding and 
play. One of the beauties of bridge 
Is that it gives practitioners a chance 
to reason and infer, rather than pro- 
ject from a position where every- 
thing is known, as in chess. This 
hand fooled a many-time national 
champion. 

Evoj though North -South were 


playing five-card majors. North 
was prepared to play in a diamond 
slam even opposite a three-card suit 
in partner's hand. When South 
could not bid a a grand slam. North 
signed off in six diamonds. 

Declarer won the opening dub 
lead in dummy and East dropped 
the queen. A trump to the ace re- 
vealed the bad break, and declarer 
could not recover. Since he needed 
to ruff dummy's club losers in hand, 
he could not draw East's fangs, and 
East eventually scored a trump trick 
and a dub ruff. 

East's queen of dubs at the first 
trick should have flashed a wanting 
signal that declarer was going to 
encounter bad breaks. After win- 
ning the opening lead, correct tech- 
nique was for declarer to cash the 
king of diamonds. When the trump 
position shows up, declarer can still 
get home with careful timing. 

After cashing the king-ace of 
spades and king-ace of hearts, de- 
clarer should ruff a heart in dummy. 
A marked trump finesse is then the 
entry to rttff a spade, and another 
trump finesse allows declarer to 
draw all of East's trumps. In prac- 
tice, West wiD be squeezed in the 
blade suits, and declarer will collect 
all the tricks. 


THE Dally Crossword 


by FnmfcGawy 


ACROSS 
1 OnaHiwe 


Gluck 
S Lukewarm 
10 Countertenor 

14 James of 
**?l»e 

Godfather 

15 Author Brat 
10 Actor Pram 
17 Scnml 

19 Batgabi time 

20 Deletions 

21 Spate and 
Portugal 

23 Danger color 

24 EdMo tuber* 

25 Designates 

29 ERA a-g- 

30 Harden 

33 Copycats 

34 Take a nap 
38 VohJcta 

37 Thick soup 

38 Stinging 
Insect 

39 Emulate 
Ca nseco? 

41 Conical tent 

42 Overhead 
railways 

43 Death 

44 Fondle 

45 Praia 
48 — relief 
47 Purveys 
50 Meetings 

55 Verify 

56 Satisfy 

58 BHty «x 
nanny 

59 Happtiy 

80 River to the 
Rhine 

81 Btmdara 

82 Gowns 
£3 Rebuff 

DOWN 

1 Yearn 

2 Hideaway 

3 - Had 

4 A a r d v a r fc* ! 



a Doo-— ~ 

S&b yl. 

7 Money playat* 

a cal - day 

0 Devote 

10 Bonos 

11 TVs Norman 

12 Lag bona* 

13 Draft 


18 Throw* 

22 Bakteatloii 

24 Sea animal 

25 Shaping 
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Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


Dustin Hoffman 
Tom Cruise 
in 

RAIN MAN 



Cinema 


CONCORD 


Terry FarrelUin 


Weriana Mccv 3 J0.fc00.8;30. 1Q--30 



Edberg advances into 
Seiko semifinals 


TOKYO (AP) — Top-seeded 
Stefan Edberg of Sweden, keep- 
ing bis concentration throughout 
foe match, Friday beat French- 
man Henri Leconte 6-2, 7-6 (9-8) 
in the quarterfinals of the 
$627,500 Seiko super tennis 
tournament. 

Edberg', ranked third in the 
world, broke the second and sixth 
games to take the fixst set in 27 
minutes on the artificial court of 
Yoyogi National Stadium. 

In foe second set, Edberg was 
down 0-40 in the sixth game but 
rallied with strong serves and 
volleys 'as foe two playeis kept 
their serves through the sixth 
game. 

Edberg then broke the seventh 
game and Leconte broke back the 
next game. 

Id foe tie-breaker, Leconte led 
7-6 with an ace and needed one 
more point to win the second set. 

But Edberg gained the next 
two points, and Leconte then 
netted a forehand shot. 

“I tried my best,” Leconte 


said. “In foe first set, my serv es 
were too strong. He returned 
well. I was getting better and 
better in the second set bat I was 
disappointed as a 7-6 set point 
slipped away in foe tie-break.” 
Edberg said, “Leconte is al- 
ways a tough opponent. He hit 
the ball hard and it was difficult 
to get rhythm. I concentrated on 
each point and that was foe main 
factor for foe victory.” 

In other quarterfinal matches, 
third-seeded Aaron Krickstein of 
the United States beat erratic 
Grant Connell of Canada 6-3, 
64. 

After taking foe first set, 
g n'Aeain broke foe first and 
seventh games. Krickstein, rank- 
ed 10th in the world, kept the 
10th game without losing a point. 

Connell had 39 unforced errors 
a gamgf Krickstein ’s 23. Connell 
hit 55 per cent of his first serves 
while Krickstein 64 per cent. 

Fifth-seeded Cari-Uwe Steeb 
of West Germany posted a 64, 
7-5 triumph over American quali- 



fier Rick Leach. 

“I prepared well for this 
tournament,” Steeb said. “I was 
tutting well today.” 

Edberg plays Krickstein and 
Steeb meets Darren Cahill of 
Australia in the semifinals 
Saturday. 

Cahill beat Ronald Agenor of 
Haiti 3-6, 7-6 (9-7), 64 in the 
quarterfinals. 

The singles winner will receive 
$100,000 and the runner-up 
$50,000. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1989 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Today’s moon square makes it 
impossible to wind up plans, espe- 
cially where your motivations for 
your future conduct — mental 
progress and advancement are con- 
cerned. Keep your eyes open for 
the right assistant. 


ARIES: (March 20 to April 17) If 
you owe any friends money, it’s to 
your interest to get them paid now. 
Compliment your family by i 
them out on the town for a 
time. 

TAURUS: (April 18 to May 19) 
You have die chance to do a 
wonderful service for a good 
Mend. Put more of your own 
special creative ideas into your 
business. 

GEMINI: (May 20 to June 20) You 
now are able to get considerably 
more data s6 yon can well handle 
your finances. Don’t allow an out- 
side associate to come into your 
home and cause some tronble. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 21 to 
July 21) Persons with different 
viewpoints will now join with yon 
in your duties. A day to go along 
with what your fondly won’t go 
along with your views. 

LEO: (Inly 22 to August 21)' A day 
not to calf friends to take advan- 
tage of your generosity. Yon can’t 
see why members of your family 
won’t go along with your views. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 

21) A private conversation with a 
devoted friend will bring excellent 
results. Enjoy all die multitude of 
activity in your home today. This is 
a day for quick action. 

LIBRA: (September 22 to October 

22) You are greatly tempted to 
spend more than you can afford 


now — but don’t. Go to many 
interesting places as possible with 
your attachment now. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Look to the overall aspects 
of your business and not to the 
petty details. An opportunity is 
now present to show special affec- 
tion for your loved one. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 20) Persons expert in 
money matters will advise you well 
about your income from your 
duties. You anil need to plan care- 
folly bow to do your business tasks 
better. 

CAPRICORN: (December 21 to 
January 18) Maury experts are now 
available to give to you the advise 
in business and finances you need. 
Don’t nag your family about get- 
ting new furnishings for the home. 
AQUARIUS: (January 19 to Febru- 
ary 17) Painting too rosy a picture 
of yonr financial future now could 
bring loss. For happiest times culti- 
vate Mends from a distance and 
entertain them. 

PISCES: (February 18 to March 
19) Younger helpful persons are 
the ones to invite your home now. 
Yon should accomplish more on 
your job than yon have for some- 
time. 

Today’s am- If your child were 
born today he or she will be able to 
bu3d up quite a feeling of seoirity 
drat is so important in this life by 
bring deeply in touch with the 
spiritual ride of fife. Study and the 
scan* for knowledge will be very 
much part of this individual life 
and they won’t many until later in 
life. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel.” What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


VILLA FOR RENT FOR A DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS ONLY 

located in Abdocin and suitable for a diplomatic corps. The villa 
is recently built and consists of 2 floors with 7 bedrooms, salons, 
severed bathrooms, 2 kitchens, an annex for maids, well-kept 
garden, and spacious garage for several cars. The villa is 
supplied with the nrpst modem equipment and has, a disting- 
uished design. It also has internal decorations with a great view 
and. ultra deluxe finishings. 

For further details please call 602161 Amman. No 
mediators accepted. 


FOR RENT 

Studio ir One bedroom ☆ Two bedrooms. 

Fully furnished, central healing and telephone. 
Location: JabaJ Amman, between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

TeL 641443 - 642351 


PERSONNEL MANAGER 

Required for large private company in Am- 
man. Must be fluent in English speaking/ 
writing and have experience in the hospital- 
ity -field or similar. Applicant must have at 
least 2 years Personnel work related experi- 
ence and have knowledge of computers, 
word processor etc. 

Please apply In English with curricu- 
lum vitae and recent photograph to: 

P.O. Box 3312 
Amman 
Jordan 


Spurs revival 
threatened 

LONDON (R) — Tottenham 
Hotspur hope to continue their 
recent revival in the English soc- 
cer first division when they meet 
bottom dnb Sheffield Wednesday 
at home Saturday. 

But the London side, who 
notched their third league win in 
a row against champions Arsenal 
in midweek, wfli be weakened by 
the suspensions of strikers Paid 
Walsh, a scorer against the Gun- 
ners, and Paul Stewart. 

Spurs beat Arsenal 2-1 on 
Wednesday for the first time in 
five attempts to go within four 
points of Liverpool, who top foe 
division with 18 points and a 
match in hand 

In their ctimh from foe lower 
half of the table, Terry Venables’ 
expensively assembled side also 
beat two more London rivals. 
Queen’s Park Rangers and 
Charlton. 

Wednesday’s England under- 
21 goalkeeper Kevin Pressman is 
ruled out with a twisted knee and 
faces a cartilage operation that 
could keep him out for a month. 
Cluis Turner comes in to replace 
him. 

Southampton, without sus- 
pended fullback Ray Wallace for 
the visit of Liverpool, are also 
without the injured Gerry Forrest 
and Micky Adams. 

Liverpool manager Kenny 
Dalglish needs reports on Ian 
Rush, who has a groin injury, and 
Garry Gillespie, who has been 
missing with hamstring trouble. 

Manchester United's £1.2 mil- 
lion ($1.9 million) winger Danny 
Wallace has been ruled out for 
two weeks with a hamstring in- 
jury. Teenager Le Sharpe, who 
lost his place when Wallace was 
signed, will fill the gap on the left 
wing at Coventry. 

United manager Alex Fergu- 
son has dropped former England 
international Mike Duxbury and 
Lee Martin takes his place at 
right back. 

Ferguson is dearly worried ab- 
out his team’s dip in form and 
said: “We have not got off to the 
best of starts but our fans have 
been patient. We must repay that 
patience with improved perform- 
ances.” 


Korrbchinski wins men’s title 


STUTTGART (AP) — Igor 
Korobdrinskioi- the Soviet Union 
earned one perfect mart and the 
gpld m e d a l Thursday in the men’s 
all-around competition at the 
world gymnastics championships. 

The 19-year*oId Soviet got a 10 
in foe vault to add his first world 
title to the European all-around 
title he won in May. 

The silver medal went to 
another Soviet, Valery Moguflni, 
who also had one perfect score, 
on the pommel horse. 

A fall of the horizontal bar at 
his last rotation sent Olympic 
champion Vladimir Artetnov to 
sixth place and prevented a 
Soviet sweep, 

Li Jing of China took the 
bronze. 

The Soviet! also won golds in 
the menu's and women’s team 


itions. 

Jntil the last rotation, it had 
looked as if the Soviets were 
going to repeat the medal sweep 
they scored at the 1988 Olympics 
in Seoul. 

Artcmov had been trailing. 
from the opening exercise and foe 
battle for foe gold medal was 
always between Korobchinksi 
and Moguilni. 

Moguilni earned a 10 in his 
second routine, on the pommel 
horse, one of his specialties He 
won a gold in the pommel horse 
at the 1985 world championships 
and was European champion on 
the apparatus in May. 

But Korobchinski was not to be 
outdone. He followed with a 
spectacular triple forward some- 
rsault that also earned him a 
perfect mark and the lead after 


three rotations. 

Artemov had a poor start, get- 
ting only a 9.60 for his unconvinc- 
ing opening routine ou the floor. 
He improved on the pommel 
horse, getting a 9.90, and had a 
9.850 on the rings, like Moguilni. 

At foe half-way mark of foe 
evening’s programme, Artemov 
was fourth. 

At the next rotation ail three 
Soviets got 9.90s — Artemov and 
Moguilni in the vault and Korob- 
drinski on foe parallel bars. That 
put them on course for a sweep, 
with Korobchinski leading. 

Artemov and Moguilni then 
moved to the parallel bars, where 
the Olympic champion scored a 
9.90 to Moguilni’s 9.80. Korob- 
chinski, on the horizontal bar at 
the time, eanmed only a 9.80 
despite a daring routine. 


Tyson adjusts to northern chill 


EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) — 
Mike Tyson sat down on a chair 
in the middle of the worn-out, 
patched-up boxing ring at Panth- 
er Gym in Edmonton on Thurs- 
day as sweat poured down his 
forehead. 

“We've been traveling a lot 
and the climate change has left 
me a little tired, but that’s why we 
came this early, to get used to the 
climate,” tire world heavyweight 
boxing champion said. 

He had just finished sparring 
with three different opponents on 
his firt day of local training for his 
Nov. 18 title defense against 
Razor Ruddock. 

Tyson had an easy two rounds 
with Chubby Eli Dixon, then had 
a sprited two rounds with former 
champion Greg Page before los- 


ing a bit of steam in a wrapup 
against Jesse Ferguson. 

Tyson seemed tired but in good 
spirits and at home in the dmgy, 
hot gym basement. 

“I love the little rinky-dmk 
gyms, I love them,” he said. 
“That’s what fighting's all 
about.” 

With reporters standing and 
kneeling at his side inside the 
ring, Tyson said he generally bars 
foe media from his gym. But he’s 
taken a liking to local contingent. 

“You’re cool guys. It’s a plea- 
sure to have you here,” he said. 
“I respect the way you treat me. 
In other places, they have a little 
flaky attitude. 1 really appreciate 
your hospitality.” 

Tyson, 37-0 with 33 knockouts, 
said he’s in great shape. But the 


change of climate for foe “cold 
war," as the fight has been dub- 
bed, will take some time to over- 
come. 

He got first-hand experience 
early Thursday when he went out 
for his daily run. The tempera- 
ture dipped to near freezing over- 
night but did rise about 20 de- 
grees by the time he was sparring. 

T^son usually trains in Las 
Vegas, but he had moved to 
Albany, New York, in recent 
weeks so he could meet the re- 
quirements of a community ser- 
vice sentence be drew for a driv- 
ing offense. 

“It’s pretty cold, yeah,” said 
Tyson, who skipped rope to loud 
rap music — as a propane heater 
blew right behind turn — before 
getting taped for sparring. 


Nuggets’ pride, reputation at stake 


ROME (AP) — The start of foe 
National Basketball Association's 
regular season still is two weeks 
away, but don't tell the Denver 
Nuggets that foe McDonald’s 
Open is just another exhibition. 

Pride and reputation are at 
stake for the Nuggets, who open 
the four-team tournament Friday 
night against Spanish champion 
Barcelona. Italian champion Phi- 
lips Milan faces Jugoplastica Split 
of Yugoslavia in the other game. 

Coming from foe NBA, the 
Nuggets are expected to win. 
And Denver guard Lafayette 
“fat” Lever, for one, doesn't 
want to make history as the first 
NBA team to lose in the McDo- 
nald's Open. 

The Milwaukee Bucks won the 
inaugural tournament at Mil- 
waukee in 1987 and the Boston 
Celtics won at Madrid, Spain, last 
year. 

“I don't look at this as an 


exhibition; I look at it as an 
important game to win,” Lever 
said after Thursday’s practice at 
the Palaenr Arena. “We’ve got a 
lot of pressure of us. I don’t want 
to lose here and have to go back 
to the NBA and have people say, 
*how could yon lose to those 
guys? You most be foe worst 
team in the NBA.* ” 

Lever, who led Denver in re- 
bounds, steals and assists last 
season, said the team enjoys the 
spotlight of playing in Rome. 


“It’s a prestige thing,” he said. 
“The NBA will take more notice 
of us, more than if we were 
playing Los Angeles or Detroit at 
home. Denver never gets the 
notoriety. So this is a big stepping 
stone for us. This gives foe De- 
nver Nuggets a chance to be put 
on the map.” 

Coach Doug Moe, however 
said he doesn’t think the Nugget* 
have anything to prove for the 
NBA. 


. (MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdourv and many other 
location?. ' 

For more information 
please call 
. Wad Real Estate 
Td: 685342. 


SECRETARY WANTED 

Experienced secretary required with excellent working com- 
mand of English, accurate typing skills and good organisational 
abilities. 

Please call 660160 between 8:30 to 5£0 Sat - Wed„ 8:30 
to 230 Thurs. for appointment 


NATIONAL TOURS TEL 682053, 682054 

LONDON 6 DAYS OR MORE 


See what price includes ' 

HOTEL NAME 6DAYS 6DAYS EX-NIGHT 

TWIN SINGLE TWIN SINGLE 

B3YAL NATIONAL 464.00 540.00 20.00 39.00 

F0KLN 536.00 . 648.50 35.00 57.00 

SELFRIDGE 604.00 779. CO 48.00 83.00 

PARK ‘LANE 635.00 838.00 54.00 95.00 

(Many other hotels also available) 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

— Round trip air-ticket Amman-London-Amman economy class. 

— 5 nights 6 days at specified hotel with English or continental breakfast. 

— Service charge and British value added tax. 

— Rates are in Jordan Dinar. 

— Rates are per person. 


BABEL SUPERMARKET BABEL SUPERMARKET! 

Just arrived a large varieties of Far East food stuffs at BABEL 
SUPERMARKET. 

Most welcome all our Japanese, Filipinos, Chinese and Thai 
costomers 

Tel: 622408 Jabal Luwelbdeh near the Circle. 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Td: 6341441 


MANDINGO 


L perfooraafta 3:30, 6:00, fc30,lQ--30 p.m. 



Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 475571 


STEVEN SPIELBERG AND 
WALT DISNEY STUDIOS 
Present 

who framed 
ROGER RABBIT 

Ptefonuaoes 3:30, 630, 830, lih30 



Cinema 


Tel: 677428 


PLAZA 


Dustin Hoffman 
Tom Cruise 
in 

RAIN MAN 

Performances: 4:00, 6:45, 9:30 
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Anne asw? Bridle Codon bold a picture of their brother Gerard, the 
alleged nnggsader of the Guildford pub bombers, before his release 

Tkarsdaj. 


a? 



Ft overturns 
convictions 


rai| bombing 


LONDON' CAP) — The gov- 
iiTiEie^: fcas ordered an in- 
quiry Ir.in dieged police mis- 
cb^du cl arter the freeing of 
three people wrongly con- 
vict of an IRA (Zrisb Repub- 
lics An sy> tombing 14 years 
,-■« . 1 . 

"Tue pciice officers involved 
h foe Lniesiigations that led to 
;'s5 lf ,7 5 convictions “must 
Levs iiad.” Lord Lane, the 
Lora chief justice, said in his 
ruling Thursday. 

A fourth person cleared in 
the pub bombing case by the 
appeals court ruling was taken 
•o Belfast, where his attorneys 
sought bail while they 
appealed an unrelated murder 
conviction. 

!□ a British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) television 
interview Thursday night. 
Home Secretary Douglas 
Hurd, the cabinet minister re- 
sponssbie for police, described 
tins outcome as “a blow for the 
’.vheie system" of criminal jus- 
tice In Britain. 

The London newspaper The 
Independent published a car- 
toon’ Friday showing Hurd 
staggering from a bomb- 
biasisc building labelled: "cri- 
minal justice system." 

The appeals court threw out 
the convictions of Gerard Con- 
Ion, 35, Patrick Armstrong, 39. 
and Paul Hill, 35, all of Bel- 
fast, and Carole Richardson, 
32, of London, in the bombing 
of a pub at Guildford in Surrey 
southwest of London Oct 5, 
1974. Five people died in that 
explosion. 

A 1 !- had been sentenced to 
fife in prison. 

“ i cack God we've not got 
'capitai punishment," said 
Anthony Scrivener, an attor- 
ney for one of the defendants. 

Relatives and others in the 
public gallery of the old Bailey 


cheered as Lord Lane 
announced the court’s deci- 
sion. 

“I’ve been in prison for 15 
years for something I didn’t 
do," Conlon shouted to a 
cheering crowd outside the 
court as he walked free. 

The convictions of Arm- 
strong and Hill for a pub 
bombing in the London suburb 
of Woolwich Nov. 6, 1974, also 
were reversed. Two people 
died in that attack. 

Hill was rearrested and 
taken to Belfast in Northern 
Ireland, where he had been 
convicted and sentenced to life 
in prison for the murder of a 
former British soldier. 

David Williams, deputy 
chief constable of the Surrey 
county police force, whose 
officers handled the original 
investigation, said Thursday 
that three officers had been 
suspended from duty pending 
the inquiry by retired appeals 
judge Sir John May. 

The appeals court ruling cli- 
maxed years of effort by rela- 
tives, former government offi- 
cials, church leaders and jour- 
nalists to overturn the verdict 
and focused fresh attention on 
two other bombing cases from 
the 1970s. 

The sentences of the four 
bad been upheld in 1977 even 
though members of an IRA 
group made detailed confes- 
sions in the case. 

But Roy Amlot of the Office 
of Public Prosecutions told the 
hearing Thursday that new evi- 
dence “throws such doubt 
opon the honesty had integrity 
of a number of the Surrey 
* officers investigating this case 
in 1974 that crown now feels 
unable to say that the convic- 
tions of any of the four axe 
safe or satisfactory.” 





Bfl-MMMN UNI TflANSPORT GO. 

Tender No. (...12/89) 

S^e of brand new spare parts for 
imek tractors (M.A.N. - Steyr) 
(Custom duty unpaid) 

Iraqi Jordanian Land Transport Company 
intends to sell quantity of brand new spare 
oarts for truck tractors. Custom duties of 
those spars parts are unpaid. 

Copies of terms and conditions and lists of 
spare parts can be bought from company's 
main offices in Jabal Amman, between 
Fourth and Fifth Circles, during working 
hours (0800 - 1 400) for the sum of 25 Jordan 
Dinars (JD), starting from 21/10/89. 

Closing dates for submitting offers is 25/11/ 
S3. (1200 hrs). 

EPJCa. Jemif Ibrahim 
Dirsstor General 



Thathcer stands alone on South Africa, environment fund 

Britain holds up Commonwealth accord 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — Britain’s Margaret 
Thatcher stood alone against the Commonwealth 
Friday on the two significant- issues facing the 
organisation’s biennial summit conference. 


“It’s 48 to one — again,’* said 
one conference source sadly. 

“The Commonwealth, 
throughout its 40 year history, 
has suffered the tyranny of one. It 
used to be South Africa. Now it’s 
another,” he said of the British 
prime minister. 

Thatcher was stubbornly refus- 
ing to endorse an Australian plan 
to tighten the financial screws on 
South Africa, which left the orga- 
nisation linking Britain's former 
imperial possessions in 1961. 

She also refused to accept- a 
mandatory fond to save the 


world’s environment, officials 
said. 

Intense negotiations since the 
conference started Wednesday 
resulted in all but Britain 
agreeing to incorporate India’s 
proposal for a planet protection 
fund into a Malayrian-drafted de- 
claration on the environment, 
they said. 

Hie declaration is intended to 
be the centrepiece of the six-day 
summit. Thatcher’s refusal to 
accept the idea of a fond promises 
lively debate when the leaders 


adjourn for a weekend private 
session on foe resort island of 
Langkawi. 

“The Indians argued pas- 
sionately that the principle of a 
mandatory fond most be included 
or efforts to save the environment 
would never get off ground,” a 
source said. 

Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi proposed the idea at foe 
Belgrade summit of the Non- 
Aligned Movement in 
September. 

Under it, each United Nations 
member apart from the least de- 
veloped countries would contri- 
bute a tiny proportion of its gross 
domestic product, raiang $18 bil- 
lion a year for a U.N. -adminis- 
tered fund to save the environ- 
ment. 


India believes environmental 
problems can be solved by tech- 
nology and that a fond would 
allow poor nations to acquire the 
means to industrialise without 
causing pollution and other 
damage. 

The sources said there was still 
hope Thatcher would endorse the 
environment declaration at foe 
private retreat, to which foe lead- 
ers will take only one aide. 

“Sorely, Britain cannot be 
seen, in terms of Mrs. Thatch- 
er’s own domestic position and 
the increasing importance of the 
Greens in Europe, as too much of 
a hardliner on such a sensitive 
issue as the environment,” a 
senior official said. 

Another source said Thatcher 


had replaced the British official 
negotiating on the declaration be- 
cause be was too flexible. 

There was significantly less 
hope that site would come round 
to endoiring a five-point jilan 
proposed by Australian Prime 
Minis ter Bob Hawke to hasten 
foe end of apaitheid in South 
Africa. 

Thatcher told her fellow lead- 
ers it was time to be offering 
“carrots” to tempt South Africa 
to end apartheid rather than 
wielding the "stick” of tighter 
sanctions. 

Officials said she was also 
strongly opposed to the Hawke 
' plan’s backing of the Harare dec- 
laration, an African blueprint for 
a negotiated settlement in South 
Africa. 


Nobel literature winner never read his books 


MADRID (R) — Camflo Jose 
Cela joked after winning the 1989 
Nobel Prize for Literature Thurs- 
day that he had never read any of 
his novels and said the prize 
would not change his life. 

Downing a celebratory glass of 
champagne, the grand old man of 
Spanish letters was asked which 
of his books was his favourite. 

“I don’t know, I haven't read 
any. The only tiring I can say is 
that I don’t regret a single pn g** of 
what I have written,” 

"Life has to go on and tomor- 
row I’ll have a bath and a shave 
etcetera etcetera," Cela, 73, told 
a news conference. 

But Cela said the prize from 
foe Swedish academy of letters 


was a great honour. “It’s foe 
c ulminat ion of my working life.” 

Asked whether the three mil- 
lion crown ($455,000) award bad 
been his greatest aspiration, the 
novelist said the greatest aspira- 
tion of any writer would be to 
have written “Don Quixote.” 
Miguel Cervantes’s 17th-century 
masterpiece. 

“But since that has to be ruled 
out, of course, yes. The Nobel 
Prize is very important to me 
since I have never won it before,” 
he chuckled. 

Cela, foe fifth Spaniard to win 
the award, said he did not know 
how much money it was worth. 
“Any writer who thinks that the 
important thing about prizes is 


money is worthy of pity.” 

“I offer it (the prize) to all 
Spanish literature. I think four or 
five other Spanish mid Latin 
American writers writing in Span- 
ish could have won it as much as 
me.” 

People in his hometown of 
Padron, in the northwestern re- 
gion of Galicia, planned to set off 
fireworks and play Galician pipes 
and Mayor Jesus Vill a mar said 
foe band would play for a week. 

“It’s great news for Spanish 
literature, he’s one of the great 
prose-writers of our literature,” 
said Culture Minister Jorge Sem- 
prun, himself a novelist. 

Manuel Alvar, president of the 
National Academy of Language, 


said be was surprised Cela had 
not received the prize earlier. 

“As a stylist he probably has no 
equal,” said Alvar. 

Spritely despite his advancing 
years, Cela lives in the small town 
of Guadalajara north of Madrid 
with a woman companion, writing 
regularly for newspapers and 
appearing on television in a 
weekly chat show. 

“I am writing more and reading 
less all the time,” said Cela, who 
has never learned to type and 
does all his writing longhand. 

Referring to his English-born 
mother, Cela said the British side 
of his character had taught him 
one should only appear in the 
press three tunes in a lifetime — 


“when born, when dead and 
when receiving the Victoria. 
Cross.” 

His works — tie is best known 
for “the Family of Pascuai 
Duarte”, published in 1942 and 
for “The Beehive,” published in 
1951 : — have focused on foe 
darker side of life and have not 
shied from foe irreverent and 
controversial. 

Cela said the evolution of his 
work over the more than so years 
since be began writing was a 
question for literary- historians. 

“Obviously as I have gained 
wisdom and experience, I have 
lost freshness. I think this must 
happen to most writers.” _ 


China quake leaves 
thousands homeless 


PEKING (AP) — Thousands of 
borne less people sought shelter 
from bitter aut umn winds Friday 
as rescue operations resumed in 
foe worst earthquake to hit north- 
ern China in more than a decade. 

According to a dispatch from 
foe official Xinhua News Agency, 
29 people died in a series of six 
earthquakes Wednesday night 
and Thursday morning that rock- 
ed a broad swath of northeastern * 
Shanxi and Hebei provinces. 

The China Daily newspaper 
said more than 150 were injured, 
many seriously and quoted a 
Shanxi Communist Party official 
as saying, “The problem is se- 
rious, and the casualties may in- 
crease.” 

The newspaper report said 
10,320 houses in Shanxi province 
had collapsed and that restoring 
electricity to foe area will be 
difficult. 

“This was the worst quake 
we’ve ever had,” Liu Rongzhen, 
a peasant in Xlcmtian village in 
Shanxi province, told a Western 
reporter. “I was asleep in foe 
house when the first quake woke 
me up. It rocked foe walls and we 
went outside. With foe second 
quake the house collapsed.” 

About half the mud and wattle 
homes in the impoverished dusty 
town of 820 people were heavily 
damaged. A short distance away, 
not one home was left standing in 
the village of Bucun, winch has 
1.280 people. 

A man of about 60 and his 


octogenarian mother were killed 
in Bucun as he was carrying her 
out of foe house. 

Two plain wooden caskets with 
straw covers were set up in the' 
house, which was open to the sky 
with the walls only partly stand- 
ing. A neighbour wailed as she 
viewed foe caskets, which bad 
stocks of biscuits placed at their 
head, an apparent religious 
offering. 

Many people spent Thursday 
night huddled around campfires 
and sleeping in makeshift straw 
tents. Temperatures dipped to 
near freezing on the treeless 
brown plain and people were 
wrapped in heavy winter great- 
coats to protect themselves from 
foe wind whipping in from 
Siberia. 

On Friday, some rummaged 
through the destruction, others 
sat on the rubble doing nothing. 
People said temperatares read] 
-30 degrees Celsius in the area 
during the winter, and said they 
were worried because it would be 
impossible to rebuild their homes 
■before then. 

District officials had come to 
inspect the damage, but no out- 
side assistance had arrived to lead 
relief operations. 

-The official news media and 
government offices have pro- 
vided few details of foe quakes, 
which were centered about 220 
kilometres west of Peking and 
readied an intensity Of 6.1 on foe 
Richter scale. 


Argentina, Britain 
lift restrictions 


BUENOS AIRES. Argentina 
(AP) — Argentina and Britain 
Thursday lifted trade and travel 
restrictions that dared to their 
1982 war over the Falkland is- 
lands and upgraded diplomatic 
relations to consular status. 

The agreements negotiated in 
Madrid earlier this week by diplo- 
mats from both countries “really 
are very important, I would say 
transcendental,” Foreign Minis- 
ter Domingo Cavalio said. 

British ships and planes once 
again may arrive at Argentine 
Ports, Cavalio said, and govern- 
ment supervision of the approx- 
imately 100 British businesses in 
this South American country wifi 
end. 

Britain slightly reduced foe 
240-kflometre conservation zone 
it imposed around the south 
Atlantic islands and permitted 
Argentine civilian vessels to free- 
ly transit it. 

However, mili tary and com- 
mercial craft still must ask for and 
receive British permission to 
travel through the area. 

After reading a communique 
released both in London and 
Madrid, Cavalio said Argentina 
will not formally announce a 
cessation of hostilities, but said 
“we have no problem" if foe 
agreement is interpreted as 
meaning that. 

Britain has ruled the sparsely 
settled, wind swept islands since 
1833. Argentina claims it inher- 


ited the islands off its southern 
coast when it declared independ- 
ence from Spain in 1810. 

On April 2, 1982, the military 
government of President General 
Leopoldo Galtieri invaded the 
islands. Britain recovered its col- 
ony during a 74-day war. 

Both countries agreed to set 
aside the politically sensitived 
issue of sovereignty in order to 
resolve by negotiation other areas 
of conflict. 

A second round of talks is set 
for next Feb. 14 and 15 in Madrid 
at which foe central item on the 
agenda will be the resumption of 
full diplomatic relations, Cavalio 
said. 

Argentina reportedly sought 
agreement that its commercial 
vessels might fish within foe 
bountiful conservation area with- 
out seeking a license, and that 
Britain reduce its military garri- 
son on the islands. 

After saying neither issue was 
covered by the current accord, 
and that no date was set for 
disenssion of Argentina’s claim of 
sovereignty, Cavalio was asked 
by reporters whether Argentina 
gave up more than it received. 

“We consider this negotiation 
has been very fruitful for Argenti- 
na,” Cavalio said. “The reality is 
... the' restrictions Argentina put 
on Great Britain,'' in terms of 
trade and travel, “did more dam- 
age to Argentina than Great Bri- 
tain.'* 



Egon Krenz 

Krenz uses 
Gorbachev 
style to 
end crisis 

EAST BERLIN (R) — East Ger- 
many’s new leader Egon Krenz is 
seeking to end his country's worst 
crisis in 36 years by opening up 
the official media, listening to 
workers' complaints and talking 
with the powerful Protestant 
church. 

Since be replaced the 77-year- 
old hardliner Erich Honecker as 
Communist Party chief Wednes- 
day, Krenz, 52, has projected a 
sharp public image with elements 
of foe populism of Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. 

But as a former security police 
chief who applauded China’s 
bloody crackdown on pro-demo- 
cracy demonstrators this year, 
Krenz has his work cut out to 
convince his countrymen that 
Soviet-style change is imminent 
in their rigidly ruled state. 

About 1,500 protesters deman-^ 
ding reform marched through foe 
Baltic coast town of Greifswald in 
the first known opposition rally 
since Krenz took power. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
have joined similar protests this 
month. 

East Germans too disillusioned 
to seek change from inside have 
flooded to foe West, legally and 
illegally. About 120,000 of the 
16.6 million East Germans have 
left this year, including up to 
60,000 through -Hungary, Poland 
and Czechoslovakia. 

It all amounts to the biggest 
challenge to communism in East 
Germany since 1953, when a 
workers’ uprising rocked foe state 
less than four years after its crea- 
tion after World War II. The 
uprising was suppressed by Soviet 
tanks. 

Acting fast to assert bis author- 
ity and distance himself from 
Honecker’s grey, conservative 
style, Krenz spent Thursday en- 
couraging workers at an East 
Berlin machine tool plant to tell 
him of their grievances without 
-fear of reprisal. 

When workers gave him flow- 
ers in a ritual greeting seen in 
communist countries across the 
world, Krenz commented in the 
brisk, no-nonsense style of Gor- 
bachev: “one should only be 
'given flowers when ;'one has 
'achieved something.” 


Cambodian refugees 
face bleak prospects 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
Prospects for the return home of 
more than 300,000 Cambodian 
refugees now in Thailand have 
grown dimmer after foe failure of 
recent peace efforts, relief work- 
ers said at a conference Friday. 

“Repatriation is undoubtedly 
further away from us than it 
appeared even three months 
ago,” said Uis Boegli, head of 
foe Thailand office of foe Inter- 
national Committee of foe Red 
Cross (ICRQ. 

Over foe past year, diplomatic 
peace efforts increased so rapidly 
that many refugee-aid offidals- 
said it appeared a settlement was 
within grasp and the displaced 
Cambodians could soon go home. 
But international talks on Cam- 
bodia in Paris during the summer 
failed to settle the 11-year-old 
dvfl war. 

• Some 300,000 refugees who 
fled the brutal Khmer Rouge 
government and foe Vietnamese 
invasion that ended it in late 1978 
remain in United Nations- 
assisted camps on the Thai 
border. 

With nearby fighting intensify- 
ing after what Vietnam called its 
final troop withdrawal late last 
monfo, the refugees face greater 
danger in their camps along the 
Tfaai-Cambodian bonier, Boegli 
said at an annual conference on 
the situation. 

“Do we have to fear a fully 
fledged attack on the camps? Of 
course this possibility has to re- 
main part of our security plan- 


ning,” he said. 

He said foe danger was in- 
creased by the presence of milit- 
ary personnel in foe camps. 

The United Nations recently 
reduced food aid to Site n, the 
largest camp, because it said sup- 
plies were being diverted to guer- 
rilla fighters of the Khmer Peo- 
ple’s National Liberation Front 
(KPNLF). The non-communist 
HPNLF controls foe camp. 

The front is one of three guer- 
rilla factions fighting the Viet- 
namese-installed government in 
Cambodia. 

Even though repatriation pros- 
pects are dim, refugee-aid agen- 
cies still must make preparations 
for the eventual return of the 
refugees, said S.A.M.S. Kibria, 
foe U-N.’s special representative 
for Cambodian refugees. 

■ “The time has come to look 
beyond our established role of 
providing basic emergency relief 
and conrider greater emphasis on 
social programmes to support 
and rebuild foe Khmer (Cambo- 
dian) community,” he said. 

“In the border camps there are 
children as old as 10 or 12 years of 
age who have never known fife 
outside a refugee camp,” Kibria 
said. 

The longer they remain in the 
camps, he said, “the more serious 
becomes foe risk (hat... we wifi 
return to Cambodia whole com- 
munities of socially handicapped 
persons unable to earn a" living or 
readjust to conditions in their 
own country." 


South Africa pushing 
anti-SWAPO drive 


WINDHOEK, Namibia (AP) — 
A woman who quit her Souith 
African government job and ack- 
nowledged spying for foe African 
National Congress (ANC) claims 
that South African officials are 
managing a covert operation to 
influence Namibia's elections, a 
newspaper reported Friday. 

Susan Dobson, 26, said her job 
with the South African Bureau erf 
Information included a campaign 
to discredit the South-West Afri- 
ca People's Oiganisation, known 
as SWAPO, and the United Na- 
tions’ contingent in Namibia to 
monitor the independence pro- 
cess, the Namibian newspaper 
said. 

Dave Steward, head of the 
bureau of information, disputed 
Dobson's allegations, describing 
her as “a junior official who did 
not have access to sensitive mate- 
rial.” 

“The information she gained 
was available to anyone,” Ste- 
ward said. 

South Africa has ruled Nami- 
bia for 74 years, but has agreed to 
grant the territory independence 
imder U.N. supervision. Elec- 
tions for a national assembly are 
set for Nov. 7-11. The territory is 
expected to become independ- 
ence early next year. 

SWAPO, which waged a 23- 
year bush war against South Afri- 
can rule, is heavily favoured to 
win the election. 


Dobson abruptly left her job in 
the Namibian capital of Win- 
dhoek Sept. 23, met her South 
African husband Peter Dobson in 
Botswana, and foe couple then 
flew to London. The Namibian, 
a newspaper that supports SWA- 
PO, reported that it interviewed 
the couple there. 

Dobson said she was part oT a 
seven-person government contin- 
gent and that the operation had a 
3.5-miIlion (SI 3 million) budget. 

The group was charged with 
helping to promote SWAPO’s 
main rival, the Democratic Tur- 
nballe Alliance, a multiracial 
coalition that favours a capitalist 
economy, she claimed. 

She contended that the team 
also was instructed to gather in- 
formation on United Nations offi- 
cials for foe purpose of embarras- 
sing them. The group had an 
entertainment allowance of 
100,000 rand ($38,000) for this 
purpose, she told the newspaper. 

Any embarasang information 
was to be fed to “selected jour- 
nalists” working for anti-SWAPO 
newspapers, she said. 

Dobson said foe group also was 
instructed to make claims that 
there were divisions among foe 
SWAPO leadership. 

She contended that she was 
sent to interview Hans Dreyer, 
foe commander of foe notorious 
police counter-insurgency unit, 
KOEVOET. 



Lowly spud Is 
putting on the ritz 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
lowly potato never had it so good. 
A bunch of potatoes from Idaho, 
California, Washington state, 
Michigan and faraway Chile was 
gussied up and served at a gour- 
met, seven-course luncheon 
Thursday by the renowned 
French chef, Jean-Louis Palladia, 
from foe Watergate hotel and 
apartment complex. They were 
shredded, diced, pureed, baked, 
fried, simmered, glazed and 
dunked in rich cream sauces by 
Jean-Louis and his staff. Then 
they were escorted out of the 
kitchen by tuxedo-clad waiters 
under the bright glare of camera 
lights, to the oohs and aabs of a 
half-dozen diners. The all-potato 
menu was prepared for the be- 
nefit of a Japanese television 
crew that is touring the United 
States filming a half-hour history 
of foe potato chip, winch was 
supposed to have been invented 
in Saratoga Springs, New York, 
in 1853. To give the visiting 
Japanese an idea of the potato's 
versatility, Jean-Louis was asked 
to prepare a dream Lunch featur- 
ing nothing but potato dishes. He 
happily obliged. “I was raised all 
my life with potatoes,” he said. 

Dog calls 911 

WAUWATOSA, Wisconsin 
(AP) — Dispatcher Cheryl Arm 
Heck says the incoming, call to the 
city's 911 emergency number 
sounded like it could be the work 
of a prankster — but she was not 
about to take any chances. “We 
could hear some dunking and 
clicking on the phone, and every 
once in a while yon would hear 
the tones, like someone was de- 
pressing foe push buttons,” she 
said. She traced the call and sent 
police, medical and fire depart- 
ment personnel -rushing to foe 
address. Rescue workers broke 
into foe locked bouse but found 
nobody home except the appa- 
rent emergency caller. A one- 
year-old basset hound named 
Mandy. “We’ve played back the 
tape several times,” Heck said. 
“Once you know it’s a dog, you 
can hear it gnawing on foe phone 
and running down a hallway.” 
Jim Jermain, manager of product 
marketing for Wisconsin Bell, 
said the dog apparently had 
been carrying and diewing on a 
confless phone. 

Briton comes under 
Paris fashion spell 

PARIS (R) — The French 
fashion establishment has plenty 
to feel smug about. Having per- 
suaded a handful of fop Italian 
designers that Paris is foe style 
centre of the world, it is now 
working foe same spell on the 
British. Left-wing designer 
Katherine Hamnett is the latest 
convert to foe cause, abandoning 
London to show her spring and 
summer collection in the French 
capital during eight days of ready- 
to-wear shows. “Katherine found 
showing in London last year was 
such a problem, said press 
spokeswoman Nancy Oakley, cit- 
ing cramped seating arrange- 
ments ana shabby facilities at foe 
Hall in Olympia, compounded by 
Britain’s traditional lack of in- 
terest in fashion. “Less and less 
buyers' and press are coming to 
London and Katherine has to 
think of her own future... It 
would seem everyone's going to 
be showing in Paris. She’s sad 
about it but she’s stayed in Lon- 
don long enough,” said Oakley. 
Hamnett, 41, sparked a furore m 
1984 when she' was photographed 
shaking bands with Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher while 
sporting a T-shirt bearing foe 
slogan “58 per cent don't want 
Pershing,” attacking foe govern- 
ment’s defence strategy. 
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